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At Albion College students can major or minor in German Studies or a 
track that focuses on the acquisition of German language and business 
skills in a preprofessional and intercultural context.   
 

Our course offerings range from beginning, intermediate, and 
advanced German language courses to a selection of upper-level 
content and theme-based courses (taught in German) that introduce 
students to a variety of cultural and historical topics.    
 

In our 100- and 200-level courses students acquire the basic skills 
necessary for effective communication in German as well as an under-
standing of cross-cultural difference. At the advanced level, all the 
courses we offer are thematically relevant to the German student of 
today, covering topics such as history, film and business German. 
 

Meet the Department Faculty for German 

The Center for International 
Education and Off-Campus Programs 
Office helps Albion College students 
engage in study abroad and academic 
internships, both domestic and abroad. 
They are also the primary office for 
international student programming and 
orientation. Below are the approved Off-
Campus programs for German language students.  For more 
information about prerequisites, length, and credit for each program, 
contact the Center for International Education’s website at 

http://www.albion.edu/intledu.  

 ►  IES- Vienna, Austria:  
Classes are offered in German and English in music history, music 
theory, music performance studies and language and culture studies. 
Students may enroll in the University of Music and Performing Arts or 
the University of Vienna. Several field trips are also available  to 
Prague, Krakow, Budapest, Berlin and a ski resort in the Austrian Alps. 
 
►  IES-Freiburg, Germany: 
A wide range of classes are offered including: German language and 
literature, business, economics, the humanities, social sciences, and 
studio and performing arts. Along with the broad range of subjects that 
the IES Freiburg program offers, internships at area businesses, 
schools, theaters, hospitals and government agencies are available. 
 
►  Goethe Institute and Eberhard-Karls Universität – Tübingen, 
Germany: 
German language and literature; full university curriculum (choose from 
over 1000 courses in the humanities, physical and social sciences). 
Internships are available. 
 
►  American Junior Year in Heidelberg, Germany: 
Full curriculum is offered. An attempt is made to arrange internships 
with German companies for qualified full-year students, especially 
economics and business majors. 
 
►  Boston University Dresden Internship Program: 
 Students who have advanced German language skills may participate 
in Boston University’s Dresden internship Program.  The program 
combines language study and coursework with a professional 
internship, and is ideal for those students who want insight into the 
German culture outside the academic world.  Students enroll in a four-
credit internship. 

 

 
Susanne Myers 
 Adjunct 
Instructor   
(German and 
French)   B.A., 

2002, University of Texas, Austin. 
Study of Law, completed with 
Second Judicial State Examination 
(Assessorexamen), Goethe 
Universität, Frankfurt, Germany, 
1987.  Study of Law, completed 
with First Judicial State 
Examination (Referendarexamen), 
Goethe Universität, Frankfurt, 
Germany, 1984 
 

 
Perry Myers  
Associate Professor (German 
& Modern Language and 
Cultures for the Professions), 
B.A., 1979, M.B.A., 1981, 
Baylor University. M.A., 1997,  

Ph.D., 2002, University of Texas, Austin. 
Appointed 2004. 
Most recent 
publication: 
“German Visions of 
India, 1871-1918:  
Commandeering the 
Holy Ganges during the 
Kaiserreich.”  Palgrave 
Macmillan. 2013 
http://www.palgrave.com/products/titl
e.aspx?pid=646810 

http://www.albion.edu/intledu
http://www.palgrave.com/products/title.aspx?pid=646810
http://www.palgrave.com/products/title.aspx?pid=646810


 Courses Taught: 
101   Elementary German (Fall) 
102   Elementary German, continued (Spring) 
201   Intermediate German (Fall) 
202   Intermediate German, continued (Spring) 
301   German Conversation and Composition (Fall) 
302   German Conversation and Composition, continued (Spring) 
303   German for the Professions  
306   German Cultural History, I: From Germania to the Nation State 
307   German Cultural History, II:  Empire, Stunde Null, Reunification 
308   Crime Stories and the Nazi Past 
314   Multiculturalism in Germany (World War I to Present)  
316   Crisis in Language (1890-1945):  A Literary Survey 
356   German Film 
 
Directed Study is an opportunity for a student to work closely with a 
professor on a project outside the scope of courses regularly offered in 
the department.  A Practicum offers experience in teaching in the 
classroom or with individual students under the close supervision of a 
regular instructor. This is offered on a credit/no credit basis. Senior 
Seminars are capstone courses on various topics taught within the 
language. 

 

MLCP:  German Language & Culture for the 
Professions is a track intended for those students who are pursuing 

pre-professional studies in fields such as economics and management, 
communication studies, science, or public policy among others; or for 
those students who are pursuing more traditional liberal arts fields and 
wish to add a practical component to their education. The MLCP track 
(major or minor) will provide a combination of pre-professional courses 
in the target language (German) with 
cultural courses in order to prepare 
students for working in a culturally 
diverse world and economy--learning 
and practicing professional skills in the 
target language and attaining cultural 
knowledge of the target country.  This 
track includes study abroad/intern-
ships in a German-speaking country.  

 
MLAC 105: Intercultural Understanding and Global Issues (taught 
in English) is the foundation course for MLCP. 
 
 

 
 
MLAC 110: I Space, an 
international language living area 
(Fall, Spring) includes residency in 
Fiske house for one semester and 
active participation in weekly 
programs in the student’s respective 
language house as well as in cultural 
events for all I Space residents.  
Students add this course the first 
week of classes, once they have 
moved in to the I Space 
 
 

Meet our German Native Speaker Teaching 

Assistant 

 
Hi everybody! 

My name is Anna Schwabe and I’m 25 years 

old. I come from a nice city in Thüringen, 

which is called Heiligenstadt. My hometown 

is in the center – the heart – of Germany. 

Heiligenstadt is surrounded by many forests 

and unspoiled nature.  

 

Since 2007 I have been studying English and 

Spanish at RWTH Aachen University to 

become a High School Teacher.  

     

In my leisure time I like hiking, cooking, having fun with my friends 

and watching films.  

 

I’m glad to have the opportunity mediating my own German culture 

and getting to know the College life in the USA at the same time. If 

you are having troubles with your German studies, need a grammar rule 

clarified, or if you simply want to chat and practice speaking German, 

please visit one of my tutorial sessions. You can find me in the I-Space. 

I can also be found leading the weekly language table and the weekly 

German House cultural activity in the I-Space.  Let’s have great year 

together!  



 

First-Year Seminar 

GERMAN FILM: TWENTIETH CENTURY GLOBAL TRANSFORMATIONS 

Instructor: Perry Myers     

When: MW 2:15 – 4:05 

 

 

 

Course Description: In this course we will view a selection of important German films beginning during the early part of the twentieth 

century through the post-89 era (Fall of the Berlin Wall). Each film viewing will be prefaced with readings from our textbook, 

Brockmann’s A Critical History of German Film. Discussions of the films will be based on these readings and worksheets that students 

prepare during and after the films, which will focus on how the films reflect historical, social, political, and economic transformations 

during the 20th century. Early German films depict, for instance, the increasing degradation and isolation of the worker in capitalistic 

society and the breakdown of social class models. During the 1930s films depict the emergence of Fascist ideology (Nazis) and after the 

war the culpability of all Germans for its disaster. These post-war films treat from various angles the incessant German attempt to 

come to terms with the past both after World War II, but also as Germany seeks to re-unify after 1989. Critically, we will explore how 

all of these films illustrate important German, European, but also global, social and cultural historical transformations. In summary, 

students will explore through film the consequences of the increasing dominance of industrial capitalism, the ideologies and strategies 

of Fascist dictatorships, and the complexities of cleaning up ideological messes in their aftermath.  

Student Learning Goals: Through an interdisciplinary approach which links historical transformations of society, culture, and politics to 

film, first-year students will learn to analyze, discuss, and write about how film depicts and mirrors these changes—to “read” films from 

multiple perspectives. The course will emphasize learning through student output (discussion, weekly one-page writing assignments, and a 

longer term paper), which intends to help first-year students to hone important analytical thinking, discussion and writing skills.     

The course includes an optional one-week trip to Frankfurt, Germany during Fall Break. Frankfurt is an important German and 

international city historically, culturally and economically.  

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT PROFILES 
 

Nathaniel Arndts, ’14 

My name is Nathaniel Arndts, and I am 

majoring in history with a minor in 

German.  I studied German at Albion 

College with the idea that learning 

another language and culture would help 

to make me a better-rounded student and 

would open my mind to the world of 

modern languages and cultures.  As I advanced through my studies, I 

only learned more how German could provide a set of tools in any 

potential career for me.  Semesters of classes and months of internships 

have pushed to pursuing a career in archival work and information 

management.  Strong familiarity with German enables me to be more 

efficient at managing materials from German and European history.  In 

other words, knowing German makes me flexible as a professional in 

this career field.  This was a benefit I did not foresee at the beginning 

of my courses al Albion.  I am most grateful to the German department 

at Albion for not only giving me a more comprehensive perspective of 

the world, but for contributing to my versatility in my career of choice. 

 

Avery Baerlin, 14 

My name is Avery Baerlin and I am a double major 

in Biochemistry and German. I began studying 

German in High school and decided that I enjoyed 

learning about the language and the culture. Last 

semester I studied abroad at Heidelberg University. I 

spoke German every day, met many people, 

traveled, and improved my language skills. When I 

graduate I hope to find a job somewhere on the industrial side of 

chemistry and hopefully make it back to Germany. 

 
Chad Bousley ’14                        

After taking four years of German in high 

school I decided to come to Albion to pursue 

German studies.  My decision to major in 

German became concrete after taking my first 

German class.  The German program offers a 

wide variety of highly interesting courses 

about German culture, history, literature, film 

and business.  My German courses at Albion were extremely 

informative, fun and rewarding. The German professors at Albion are 

great at expanding ones critical thinking skills, and leading fascinating 

discussions that stimulate the mind.  The German faculty is extremely 

personable, and Perry and Susanne Myers are always willing to help 

and go above and beyond as professors.  The native speakers, who are 

teaching assistants, offer the opportunity to really improve speaking 

German, and they have taught me many different aspects of German 

culture beyond what is required in the classroom.  My Junior year I 

studied abroad in Vienna, Austria after being encouraged by my 

advisor Perry Myers.  Living in Vienna was one of the most amazing 

things I have done in my life, and without the German department’s 

help, encouragement, and wisdom, I would not have been prepared or 

able to have such an amazing experience studying abroad.  For the 

future I want to continue studying German and I will be working 

towards my PhD.   

 

 

Olivia Dynes, ‘14 

I majored in German with a minor in 

European Area Studies and was a four 

year member of the Swimming and 

Diving team.  I started studying German 

in high school, because of my Swiss 

heritage. I figured I would enjoy 

learning German more because of my connection to the language.  I 

wanted to continue taking German because I enjoyed it and I’ve always 

wanted to work abroad, preferably in Europe. The courses at Albion 

provide a well-rounded education in grammar and literature. I’ve read 

famous pieces that I wouldn’t have had the opportunity to read, along 

with watching German films that I never would have seen.   

 

 

Eric Fink, 14 

The German program at 

Albion College is truly a 

different experience from any 

other college.  Classes are 

ideal in size, allowing for an 

amazing opportunity for 

active participation which 



contributes to an excellent growth in language skills.  Each course also 

has plenty of cultural and historical background.  It is this background 

that gives students in our German program an advantage.  Each year we 

also have a German Native Speaker Teaching Assistant who is able to 

teach you so much more about the culture than what is located within 

the textbooks, and they are available for help with grammar, 

vocabulary, or sentence structure. The professors have also spent an 

extended period of time in Germany and know firsthand what to expect 

when being submerged within the country (when one would normally 

experience "culture shock").  After having practiced my language and 

writing skills, I was able to receive an internship as well as participate 

in a study abroad program in Germany.  I can truthfully say that it is 

because of my advantage of studying the language with this program at 

Albion that led to my successful and pleasant opportunities.   With my 

degree in German Language and Chemistry, I plan to attend graduate 

school and eventually obtain a career in Medicinal Chemistry at a 

chemical company that is based in Germany.  

 

 

Jared Minor, 14 

Many years ago I lived in Germany for four 

years. When I returned to the U.S., I had 

language skills, and I knew if I didn’t keep 

studying German, I would lose all of the 

German that I had learned. Therefore, I 

continued to study the German language and 

enrolled in German classes when I came to 

Albion College.  

What I like about Albion College, and more specifically the 

German department, is that it is small. As I progress through the 

different levels, I generally progress with the same people and the same 

teacher. Although I pride myself on my own growth and knowledge of 

the German language, I can also be proud of the progress of my peers. 

Under the instruction of Dr. Perry Myers, I have been able to learn 

German grammar through topics such as World War II and the 

Enlightenment.  I have also learned about the German language through 

a variety of media such as novels, poems and film. Perry does a great 

job of giving us different and innovative ways to learn a variety of 

topics. As a German major I have worked hard to hone my linguistic 

skills, and along the way, almost without realizing it, I have improved 

my general knowledge of German history, art, and culture. 

Alissa Reddy, ‘14 

My name is Alissa Reddy and I am a 

Biochemistry and German double major 

with a minor in Cell and Molecular 

Biology.  I am also a member of the Pre-

Medical and Healthcare Studies Institute, 

Beta Chapter.  I started studying German 

in high school and continued to study German at Albion College 

because I loved learning the language.  I studied abroad in Freiburg, 

Germany during my Junior year, and I felt I improved my German 

speaking skills and grew as an individual from the experience.   

I loved Germany so much that I applied for the Research 

Internships in Science and Engineering (RISE) program, part of the 

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD). I was a RISE  

scholarship recipient, which meant that I received a stipend for lodging 

and food while doing my summer research at Johannes Gutenberg-

Universität Mainz.   Albion College definitely improved my chances of 

being chosen for this scholarship because I had a lot of experience in 

the lab and my expertise with German placed me far above many other 

candidates. 

My plan after graduation is to become a certified nursing 

assistant to get hours and then apply to Physician assistant school.  

 

 

Anna Wanhala, ‘14 

I am a Chemistry major with a German 

minor.  As a science student, it would have 

been easy to keep a narrow focus, but I’ve 

found that my German courses have been an 

invaluable part of my education.  I expected 

German classes to be all about vocabulary 

and grammar, but each course had a unique 

application that taught me something much 

more.  My favorite German experience at 

Albion was exploring films and literature that were actually meaningful 

in a political, historical, or philosophical sense.  Some of my deepest, 

most thought-provoking discussions took place in German class.  My 

advice to future students is to study abroad, because I truly regret 

passing up the opportunity.  I hope to spend time in Germany and use 

the skills I’ve developed sometime in the future, but for now I’m 

starting graduate school in the fall to pursue a Chemistry PhD. 


