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Course Offerings 

 
 
ENGL 205 (1 Unit) 
INTRODUCTORY CREATIVE WRITING 
 
HELENA MESA (T R 10:30 AM-12:20 PM) 
DANIT BROWN (T R 2:15-4:05 PM) 
 

An introduction to the basics of writing poetry and fiction, approaching both genres from a writer’s perspective.  Because learning to write 
involves an understanding of how stories and poems are put together, a major portion of this course is centered on the examination and dis-
cussion of contemporary texts. You will be asked to write your own poems and stories, to comment on your peers' work, and to read exten-
sively and carefully, looking for ways in which a particular work can inspire and inform your own composition.  Prerequisite:  English 101.  
This course counts for the Artistic Creation and Analysis Mode. 

 
 

 
 
   
ENGL 206 (1 Unit) 
WRITING IN PLACE 
  
NELS CHRISTENSEN (M W F 2:15-3:20 PM) 
  

Writing in Place offers an immersion in the craft and bodily experience of environmental writing.  By experimenting with various modes of 
composition (including exposition, creative nonfiction, and nature journaling) and critical engagement (including field observation and person-
al experience), students will come to a richer understanding of their place in the natural world.  Because of the experiential nature of this 
course, we will meet regularly at the Whitehouse Nature Center.  This course counts for the Environmental Studies Category requirement. 

  

 
 
 
ENGL 207 (1 Unit) 
MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM 
  
GLENN DEUTSCH (M W 2:15-4:05 PM) 

Students in Multimedia Journalism will develop core reporting, newswriting, photo, video, and blogging skills. Assignments include a campus 
event story, a community story, an anniversary-pegged feature, an opinion piece, and a personality profile. Examples of multimedia story 
treatments include text with embedded audio, video with accompanying text, and audio slideshows. Selected pieces may run in The Pleiad, 
Albion College’s online student-run news publication. The course also covers the basics of media law and ethics and Associated Press style 
and is a prerequisite for advanced journalism classes. Multimedia Journalism prepares students for media internships and other opportunities 
where they would be valued for their ability to communicate complex ideas to general audiences. Prerequisite: English 101 or permission of 
the instructor. 
 

  
  
ENGL 208 (1 Unit) 
PROFESSIONAL WRITING 
 
GLENN DEUTSCH (M W F 1:00-2:05 PM) 
 

This course will introduce students to activities performed by writers working in professional contexts including journalism, speechwriting, 
advertising, and public relations. The term project will be a nearly term-long one in which small groups achieve goals with multimedia com-
munications. Prerequisite: Sophomore standing or above and one of the following: completion of English 101 or 101H with a grade of 2.0 or 
better, recommendation of student's instructor in English 100, placement during SOAR, or advanced placement in English. 

 



 
 
 
 
ENGL 243 (1 Unit) 
WOMEN AND LITERATURE  
  
JUDY LOCKYER (M W F 1:00-2:05 PM) 
  
  

Why take a literature course devoted completely to women’s writing in 2014?  The writers in this class open our minds and hearts to the 
truths of experiences still denied and/or mystified in our culture.  We will begin with Virginia Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own, an analysis of the 
difficulties facing even white women of privilege who write in 1929 Britain.  The course covers late 19th-21st century women’s literature in 
English.  Among the writers we will read are Tillie Olsen, Toni Morrison, Emily Dickinson, Dorothy Allison, and Adrienne Rich.  This course 
counts for the Gender Studies Category requirement. 

 
 

 
 
 

ENGL 255 (1 Unit) 
BRITISH LITERATURE 1660-1900 
  
SALLY JORDAN (T R 2:15-4:05 PM) 
  
  

This class surveys representative works of British literature from 1660 to 1900.  We first consider the 18th century, featuring early satirists, like 
Pope, Swift, and Montagu, and later writers of sense, sensibility, and social protest, like Johnson, Goldsmith, and Austen.  Next we examine 
the six great Romantic poets: Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelly, and Keats.  We finish by contemplating the Victorians, including 
writers like Arnold, Tennyson, Browning, and Wilde, who look for personal fulfilment in an increasingly alienating modern world. 

We study the literature in its social and historical context, so along the way we will explore topics like the rise of capitalism, struggles between 
the sexes and the social classes, political revolutions, imperialism, human rights, the rise of companionate marriage, and the place of the 
artist in society. 

English 253 is not a prerequisite for the class, which fulfils the Textual Analysis Mode requirement. 

 

 
ENGL 257 (1 Unit) 
AMERICAN LITERATURE 1600-1860 
  
JUDY LOCKYER (M W 2:15-4:05 PM) 
  

A survey of American literature from the colonial era through the Civil War, English 257 is constructed to give students a solid understanding 
of the colonists’ experience as well as of Native Americans and slaves. We will read captivity narratives, diaries, poetry, Harriet Jacobs’ slave 
narrative, foundational documents such as The Declaration of Independence, the weirdly compelling novel Wieland, essays by Douglass, 
Thoreau, Emerson, stories by Hawthorne, Poe, Melville. These texts open the past and provide solid context for understanding our present.  
This course counts for the Textual Analysis Mode requirement. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
ENGL 261 (1 Unit) 
GREEK & ROMAN LITERATURE 
  
 IAN MACINNES (M W F 11:45 AM-12:50 PM) 
  
 

A survey of classical writers in translation, including Homer, the tragic dramatists, Virgil and others. Discussion topics include the cultural 
contexts of ancient literature (Greek religion, the Athenian polis, Roman imperialism, etc.) and the role of "the classics" in constructions of a 
western European "tradition."  This course counts for the Textual Analysis Mode requirement. 



 

 
 
ENGL 309 (1/2 unit); ENGL 310 (1 Unit); Auditing Permitted 
MULTIMEDIA  EDITING I 
  
GLENN DEUTSCH (W 7:00-10:00 PM) 
  

Supervised experience in reporting, writing, producing, and/or editing for The Pleiad, the award-winning campus news source. Weekly 
analysis and discussion. Members who are staff writers receive individualized feedback on their reporting and writing activities; those 
working as staff editors receive individualized feedback on their writing-reporting or managerial activities (e.g., planning; assignment edit-
ing; editing for content and style; copyediting).  Prerequisites: English 207,308, or permission of instructor. 

  
 
 
ENGL 314 (1 Unit) 
PRACTICAL PERSUASION 
 
JESS ROBERTS (M 2:15-4:05 PM and W 7:00-9:00 PM) 
 

This class aims to teach students how to use words to get money and do good work in the world. How? Together we will compose a grant 
application for the National Endowment for the Arts’s Big Read program. A national program, the Big Read aims to make literature a more 
prominent part of American culture through the development of community-wide reading programs. And we are going to bring it to Albion. 
Working with a planning committee from our town, we will design reading programs intended to engage the community and compose a major 
grant application to secure money to support them. In the end, we will submit the document our class creates for consideration by the NEA. 
Students must have taken a 200-level writing class. 

 
 
 
ENGL 321 (1 Unit)  
ADVANCED CREATIVE WRITING—POETRY 
 
HELENA MESA   (T R 2:15-4:05 PM) 
  

In this workshop, students will continue the study and practice of writing poetry, with special emphasis on both traditional and nontraditional 
form. Students will learn various poetic devices and acquire a poetic language with which to discuss and critique poetry. The course requires 
weekly submissions of poems (some based on assignments), weekly critiques of fellow poets’ work, extensive reading in and about contem-
porary poetry, and a final portfolio of significantly revised work.  Prerequisite:  English 205 or permission of instructor.  This course counts for 
the Artistic Creation and Analysis Mode. 

  
 
 
ENGL 322 (1 Unit)  
ADVANCED CREATIVE WRITING-FICTION 
  
DANIT BROWN (M W 2:15-4:05 PM)  
  

In this workshop, students will continue the study and practice of writing fiction, with special emphasis on narrative design.  In addition to pro-
ducing 50 new pages of fiction, students will be asked to substantially revise their work, and to write and revise several short-short stories.  
This course also requires written critiques of fellow writers’ work and extensive reading in and writing about contemporary fiction.  Prerequi-
site: English 205 or permission of instructor.  This course counts for the Artistic Creation and Analysis Mode. 

  
 
 
 
 
ENGL 338 (1 Unit) 
18th-CENTURY CULTURE SHOCKS: READING RACE, CLASS AND GENDER IN 18TH-CENTURY BRITAIN 
 
SALLY JORDAN (M W 2:15-4:05 PM) 
 

This class examines the categories of race, class and gender in eighteenth-century Britain and its colonies, both as obvious subjects of the 
writing and as important subtexts.  The categories of race, class, and gender are especially important to eighteenth-century literature be-
cause for Britain and its colonies, this period was a time of tremendous struggle, tension, and change.  As the nation grew into an imperial, 
colonial, and commercial world power, it had to find ways to justify the slave trade and the taking of land and goods upon which much of its 
growth depended.  The middle class, as it accomplished its well-known rise, had to find ways to present itself as the class worthy of power.  
The spread of literacy in the eighteenth century meant that more women of the middling and upper classes had education; this led to some 
women’s questioning their restricted roles in society.  At the same time, however, middle-class women were increasingly barred from any 
work outside the home, while masculinity was becoming more associated with the doing of productive work.  All of these social and historical 
factors made race, class, and gender the subjects of much controversy in the eighteenth century. The class emphasizes writing by and/or 
about people of color, working-class writers, and women. We read novels, poems, and essays by well-known writers (Behn, Defoe, Swift, 
Austen, etc.) and by less canonical ones. We also read extra-literary works like travel narratives, economic and political tracts, and conduct 
books.  This course counts for the Ethnicity Studies Category requirement. 



 
 
 
 
 
ENGL 341 (1 Unit)  
CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE 
  
MARY COLLAR  (T R 10:30 AM-12:20 PM) 
  

Because this course carries ethnicity category credit, U.S. writers receive significant attention.  But we will not confine ourselves to a single 
nation’s expressions.  Rather we will take a comparative approach that examines a number of issues across a variety of traditions in Eng-
lish—concerns like the nature of identity, the politics of the body, ethnic conflict, the tensions between aesthetic and ethical obligations, the 
dislocations of colonial histories, global migrations, the replacement of English by Englishes, and the transmutations of self-consciousness 
in postmodern narrative.  All of the texts have been published within the past twenty years.  This course counts for the Ethnicity Studies 
Category requirement. 
 

 

 

ENGL 389 (1 Unit) 

AMERICAN RENAISSANCE 

JESS ROBERTS (T R 2:15-4:05 PM) 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Herman Melville—men who rank among America’s most luminous authors—lived, wrote, 
and published in the decades just before the Civil War. Their difficult, often radiant prose changed the literary landscape of the nineteenth 
century and gave rise to what some scholars later called “the American Renaissance.” Those writers and that idea (“an American Renais-
sance”) will guide this class. Together, we will do the good work of reading and thinking about the essays, novels, and stories written by Em-
erson, Hawthorne, and Melville, and we will explore what gets left out of a literary history that focuses only on them.  
 

 

 
 
 

English Department Faculty  
 

Ian MacInnes, Chair  Vulgamore 311  Ext. 0259 
Danit Brown  Vulgamore 413  Ext. 0438 

Nels Christensen  Vulgamore 411  Ext. 0349 
Mary Collar  Vulgamore 403  Ext. 0334 

Glenn Deutsch Vulgamore 317 Ext. 0342 
Scott Hendrix  Writing Center  Ext. 0828 
Sally Jordan  Vulgamore 404  Ext. 0549 
Judy Lockyer  Vulgamore 412  Ext. 0339 
Helena Mesa  Vulgamore 402  Ext. 0340 
Jess Roberts  Vulgamore 405  Ext. 0463 

 
 

Follow the English Department at: 
 

www.albion.edu/English 
http://campus.albion.edu/english/ 

www.facebook.com/AlbionEnglishDepartment 
http://twitter.com/AlbionEnglish 


