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ENGL 151 (1 Unit) 
INTRODUCTION TO LITERARY STUDY:  
STRANGE WORLDS 
 
NELS CHRISTENSEN (M W F 9:15-10:20 AM) 
 

English 151 provides an introduction to the foundations of literary study, with a special emphasis on exploring why the literary imagination is 
important to our past, present, and future.  This section in particular considers science fiction and fantasy alongside other more traditional gen-
res.  Our primary goal will be to investigate strangeness as a recurring thematic and stylistic characteristic of the kinds of novels, stories, and 
poems people love to read and write.  English 151 fulfils the Textual Analysis Mode requirement. 

 
 
ENGL 151 (1 Unit) 
INTRODUCTION TO LITERARY STUDY: 
THE LITERATURE OF THE AMERICAN SOUTH, 1900-2014 
 
JUDY LOCKYER (M T W R 11:45 AM-12:35 PM) 
 

English 151 provides an introduction to the foundations of literary study, with a special emphasis on exploring why the literary imagination is 
important to our past, present, and future.  This section in particular is about the literature of the American South in the 20th-21st centuries.  
Among the writers we will read are William Faulkner, Flannery O’Connor, Zora Neale Hurston, Tennessee Williams, Natasha Tretheway, 
and Carson McCullers.  These writers are among the best of many who have established a strong tradition of Southern poets, playwrights, 
and fiction writers.  Being Southern is just being human, or as Flannery O’Connor once said, “writing a novel is a terrible experience, during 
which the hair often falls out and the teeth decay.”   English 151 fulfils the Textual Analysis Mode requirement. 
 
 

 
 
ENGL 205 (1 Unit) 
INTRODUCTORY CREATIVE WRITING 
 
DANIT BROWN (M W F 1:00-2:05 PM) 
HELENA MESA (T R 2:15-4:05 PM) 
 

An introduction to the basics of writing poetry and fiction, approaching both genres from a writer’s perspective.  Because learning to write in-
volves an understanding of how stories and poems are put together, a major portion of this course is centered on the examination and discus-
sion of contemporary texts.  You will be asked to write your own poems and stories, to comment on your peers' work, and to read extensively 
and carefully, looking for ways in which a particular work can inspire and inform your own composition.  Prerequisite:  English 101.  This 
course counts for the Artistic Creation and Analysis Mode. 
  

 
 
ENGL 208 (1 Unit) 
PROFESSIONAL WRITING 
 
GLENN DEUTSCH (M W F 1:00-2:05 PM) 
JESS ROBERTS (M T R F 9:15-10:05 AM) 
 

Professional writers help organizations solve problems and achieve goals with print, digital, and multimedia communications.  Their projects 
typically require research and interaction with a variety of internal and external publics as well as writing and production.  This course aims to 
equip students with the skills they’ll need to write effectively in number of professional settings, both for-profit and not-for-profit.  They will 
learn, among other things, to recognize and work within appropriate genres (memos, letters, grant applications, etc.), craft documents for spe-
cific audiences, and identify and make effective use of relevant information.   Prerequisite:  Sophomore standing or above and one of the fol-
lowing: completion of English 101 or 101H with a grade of 2.0 or better, recommendation of student's instructor in English 100, placement dur-
ing SOAR or advanced placement in English.  



 
 
ENGL 234 (1 Unit) 
AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE 
 
JESS ROBERTS (M W F 1:00-2:05 PM) 
 

This class explores a range of texts composed by African-American writers since the late eighteenth century. Diverse, compelling, and illumi-
nating, the poetry and prose we read trace a rich literary tradition that reveals and embodies the complexities of race and of humanity.  To-
gether we will consider the ideas to which African-American writers return time and again—freedom, bondage, identity, and humanity, among 
others—and we will attend to the way different writers at different times define and explore those ideas.  This class will provide you with a solid 
understanding of African-American literary history even as it helps you develop reading strategies for a variety of texts; equips you with the 
tools to perform close literary analysis; and hones your skills as a critical thinker, reader, and writer.  This class satisfies the Ethnicity Category 
Requirement . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ENGL 256 (1 Unit) 
BRITISH LITERATURE 1900-present 
 
MARY COLLAR (T R 2:15-4:05 PM) 
 

This survey is framed by two wonderful novels:  E. M. Forster’s Howards End and Zadie Smith’s On Beauty, a contemporary revisioning of the 
Forster text.  Between these bookends, we will pull from the shelves many other provocative pieces, including texts by the most influential 
writers of High Modernism (for examples, James Joyce and Virginia Woolf), poetry and fiction about the Great War produced within the shad-
ow of that war and from the distance of more than eighty years, socially engaged texts of the period between WWI and WWII, award-winning 
dramas, and texts from the post-colonial re-examination of the meaning of “English” literature.  English 256 meets a survey requirement for 
both the major and the minor and satisfies the Textual Analysis Mode.  
 

 
 
 
ENGL  258 (1Unit) 
AMERICAN LITERATURE 1860-present 
 
JESS ROBERTS (M W F 10:30-11:35 AM) 
 
 

This class surveys the last century and a half of American literature, from the nationalist voices of the Civil War to the barbed poetry of the 
Modernists to the soaring prose of late twentieth-century novelists.  We will balance the tasks of attaining a certain body of knowledge—a 
general familiarity with and understanding of representative and exceptional works of literature written by Americans and published in the 
last 150 years—and developing (and refining) critical and analytical skills needed for sophisticated thought and composition.  This class will 
provide you with a solid understanding of “modern” American literary history even as it helps you develop reading strategies for a variety of 
texts, equips you with the tools to perform close literary analysis, and hones your skills as a critical thinker, reader, and writer.  This course 
counts for the Textual Analysis Mode requirement. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
ENGL 275  (1 Unit) 
SCREENWRITING 
 
DANIT BROWN (M W F 10:30-11:35 AM) 
 

An intensive study of feature-film screenplay format and structure, including a workshop of student step outlines, treatments, and screenplays. 
In the first part of the semester, students will be assigned exercises addressing specific screenwriting issues, including character, setting, dia-
logue, and subtext.  We will also read (or watch) and analyse already-produced screenplays. In the second part, students write and revise a 
short (minimum 30-minute) script.  Prerequisite: English 101.  This course counts for the Artistic Creation and Analysis Mode. 
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ENGL 285 (1 Unit) 
GAY AND LESBIAN LITERATURE 
 
SALLY JORDAN (T R 10:30 AM-12:20 PM) 
 

We will begin this class by reading selected classical texts written by Plato and Sappho, to provide important contexts for later works.  Then 
we will move to reading gay and lesbian literature written in Great Britain and America from the Renaissance through the twentieth century, 
including works by Shakespeare, Byron, Whitman, Dickinson, Wilde, Cather, Baldwin, Lorde, and Winterson.   

 
In this class, we will wrestle with some thorny questions: chief among them is, what does it mean to call a piece of literature “gay”?  We will 
also think about whether these works form any sort of literary tradition and, if so, how they build on and influence each other.  The class will 
consider social and historical issues, such as the cultural construction of gender; since one of the reasons homosexuality causes so much 
cultural anxiety is that it transgresses notions of what men and women are and how they should behave, we need to investigate the systems 
that construct and police gender roles.  We will examine how the cultural oppression of people who express same-sex desire shapes the liter-
ary texts they produce, especially that many of them have to be coded in some way.  This oppression also, we often find, has shaped the way 
these texts have traditionally been taught and read. This class is discussion-based, and requirements include some brief literary analyses, a 

research project, and a reading journal.  This course counts for the Gender Category requirement.  This is the last time the course will be 
offered. 

 
  
 
 
ENGL 306 (1 Unit) 
MAGAZINE WRITING  
 
GLENN DEUTSCH (M W 2:15-4:05 PM) 
 

Students in this course will learn to put a trustworthy, personal voice on the page (or tablet, or mobile device) in telling a variety of truthful, 
entertaining and maybe even vital stories.  Kinds will include “front-of-the-book” shorts; product and performance reviews; advice; humor; 
essay; and a feature story with multiple sources and fully realized scenes.  In all such instances, we’ll work towards creating prose that 
blends fact and richness of voice, sometimes based on the writer’s own experience.  For a final portfolio, students will revise two pieces, 
one of which will be the feature.  Plan to experiment with technique, structure and style, and to get experience in fact-checking.  Students 
will also critique published magazine pieces.  
 
 

 
 
ENGL 311 (1/2 Unit) ENGL 312 (1 Unit) 
MULTIMEDIA  EDITING II 
 
GLENN DEUTSCH (W 7:00-10:00 PM) 
 

An even more advanced workshop for student journalists.  Includes reporting, writing, shooting and editing for the Albion College Pleiad, 
the award-winning, student-run campus news source.  Prerequisite:  English 309 or 310.   
 
 

 
 
ENGL 348 (1 Unit) 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
SCOTT HENDRIX  (M W F 9:15-10:20 AM) 
 

The English language has a rich history of around 1500 years.  Today, more than a billion people around the globe use English every day: 
singing, speaking, texting, or writing. In the US, many of us use English as our home language automatically.   For an increasing share of 
the language's global users, though, English is a second or secondary language—used for special purposes, perhaps, and sometimes so 
unlike dominant dialects as to seem like another language.  Linguistic study and description can help us understand and appreciate lan-
guage change and difference—over 1500 years, and over casual coffee with another English speaker.  This course is built around English 
language history and linguistic study of language, and will introduce many topics of language complexity, fun, confusion, and significance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
ENGL 351 (1 Unit) 
FOUR AMERICAN POETS 
 
JUDY LOCKYER (T R 2:15-4:05 PM) 
  
 

The four poets we will study are Robert Frost, Wallace Stevens, Adrienne Rich and Natasha Trethewey.  This configuration of poets will 
challenge us in careful study of the scope and breadth of each poet’s work and in the ways in which poets build on or away from the work of 
each other.  After immediate immersion in the sheer luxury of reading poems aloud, we will put names to techniques and build the confi-
dence it takes to explore the complexities of American poetics and life in the modern world.  These four poets will challenge us to think 
deeply and perhaps differently about poems and 20th-21st c. America.  Among our core questions will be: What do they tell us about the 
idea of America?   What does their poetry teach us about contexts, about reading poetry, and about language and its relationships to ide-
as?  Why Frost, Stevens, Rich and Tretheway?  What does their poetry have to do with living in this world?  The course counts for the Eng-
lish major and for the Gender Studies Category requirement. 
 

 
 
 
ENGL 375 (1 Unit) 
SHAKESPEARE I 
 
IAN MACINNES (M W F 9:15-10:20 AM) 
 
 

A study of Shakespeare’s plays before 1600, including at least two tragedies, five comedies, and four history plays.  We will analyze the 
plays as dramatic performances as well as literary objects, with special attention given to conditions of theatrical production in Shake-
speare’s own time.  Other topics of discussion will include the representation of gender in the plays, the history of critical response, and the 
role of Shakespeare in constructions of literary culture.  Secondary readings will occasionally be assigned to facilitate such discussions. 
The course counts for  the Gender Studies Category requirement. 
 

 
 
 
 
ENGL 378 (1 Unit) 
CREATIVE WRITING: FICTION WORKSHOP 
  
DANIT BROWN (T R 10:30 AM-12:20 PM)  
  

  A workshop for advanced fiction writers. Student writers will design their own writing projects in consultation with the professor (generally sev-
eral short stories or one novella totaling 80-100 pages), and they will extensively revise their work.  In addition, students will be asked to read 
several short-story collections and/or novels and, if time permits, to familiarize themselves with literary journals.  This course also requires 
written critiques of fellow writers’ work and responses to published stories.  Prerequisite:  English 322 or permission of instructor.  This course 
counts for the Artistic Creation and Analysis Mode. 

 
 
 
ENGL 389 (1 Unit) 
WILD THINGS:  THE LITERATURE OF WILDERNESS AND THE WILD 
 
NELS CHRISTENSEN (M W F 11:45 AM-12:50 PM) 
 

This course explores literary representations of wildness and wilderness—both as ideas and geographical realities—in order to reflect on what 
we value in the natural world and why.  We will investigate how the fictional and nonfictional stories we tell ourselves about wildness and wil-
derness shape our decisions regarding how we live in relation to the natural world.  This course counts for the Environmental Studies Catego-
ry requirement. 
 
      English Department Faculty  

 
  Ian MacInnes, Chair  Vulgamore 311  Ext. 0259  Danit Brown  Vulgamore 413  Ext. 0438 
  Nels Christensen  Vulgamore 411  Ext. 0349   Mary Collar  Vulgamore 414  Ext. 0334 
  Glenn Deutsch Vulgamore 317 Ext. 0342   Scott Hendrix  Writing Center  Ext. 0828 
  Sally Jordan  Vulgamore 404  Ext. 0549   Judy Lockyer  Vulgamore 412  Ext. 0339 
  Helena Mesa  Vulgamore 402  Ext. 0340   Jessica Roberts  Vulgamore 405  Ext. 0463 

 
Follow the English Department at: 

 
www.albion.edu/English 

http://campus.albion.edu/english/ 
www.facebook.com/AlbionEnglishDepartment 

http://twitter.com/AlbionEnglish 


