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Albion College’s distinctive character and commitment to its students begin with the 
first courses entering students may select. The First-Year Seminars listed in this booklet 
are special courses Albion has developed to offer opportunities for you to explore 
beyond the boundaries of the more traditional class.

Structured to create a stimulating learning environment in the small class setting, 
Albion’s First-Year Seminars initiate the intensive contact with our extraordinary faculty 
that has been recognized as Albion’s greatest strength. Small classes like these—with an 
emphasis on discussion, an opportunity for individualized student research projects, 
and the development of strong communication skills—serve as the foundation for your 
undergraduate experience at Albion and will help you develop the appreciation for 
lifelong learning that characterizes Albion graduates.

The First-Year Seminars are the centerpiece of Albion’s dynamic First-Year Experience, 
which also includes Student Orientation, Advising, and Registration (SOAR), Learning 
Strategies Programs, and academic and career planning. With programming that 
enriches every aspect of your life—in and out of the classroom—there’s simply no better 
way to begin your college education than in Albion College’s First-Year Experience.

Mauri Ditzler
President
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Albion and the American Dream

Wesley Dick—Monday/Wednesday, 2:15-4:05 p.m.

Course Description—Are you curious about the community of Albion which hosts the 
College and your host city for the next four years? Do you know that Albion was selected 
as an All-America City in 1973? In fact, Albion mirrors many of the central themes of 
American history—“the good, the bad, and the ugly.” This course explores the American 
experience using Albion and Michigan history as case studies. Topics will include: the natural 
environment; Indians and the Michigan “Trail of Tears”; pioneers and the Michigan frontier; 
the founding of Albion College; abolition, anti-slavery, and the underground railroad; birth of 
the Republican Party and the Civil War; Sojourner Truth, Madelon Stockwell, Anna Howard 
Shaw, and the women’s rights movement; the agricultural and industrial revolutions and 
the movement from farm to factory; immigration from Europe; World War I and the “Great 
Migration” of African Americans from the South to the North; the Ku Klux Klan in the 
North and the “Roaring Twenties”; prohibition and the Purple Gang; the Great Depression; 
migrations of Mexican Americans from Texas and white Southerners from Appalachia; 
the civil rights era; economic boom and bust; environmental pollution and environmental 
activism; and contemporary community problems and strengths.

Our goal will be to deepen our understanding of the past and to connect the past to the 
present through a variety of reading and writing assignments, discussions, student 
presentations, guest lectures, and Albion area field trips. The class will also connect with 
the community through service learning. An anticipated bonus will be the opportunity 
to acquire an extended family, namely the people of Albion met through the course. In 
addition, our seminar will benefit from the contributions of historian Leslie Dick.

A field trip to Washington, D.C., is planned during the fall semester. In the seminar and on 
the road, our class will be on a journey in search of “Albion and the American Dream.” Field 
trip fee.

Instructor—Wesley Arden Dick was born and raised in eastern Oregon. He attended 
Whitman College in Walla Walla, Washington, and completed his graduate studies at the 
University of Washington in Seattle. He married Leslie Keller Dick, also a native Oregonian, 
in 1960. Hired to teach history at Albion College in 1968, Wes, Leslie, their daughter Hilary, 
both found themselves searching for a “sense of place” in their new home community. 
Involvement in organizations such as the Albion NAACP helped as did learning more about 
local history. Recently, he directed a two-year research project, “Boom, Bust, Recovery: 
Explorations of Albion, Michigan—The Last Half Century” with Albion students. For 
relaxation, he gardens with Leslie at the “house across from Wesley Hall,” listens to folk 
music, and plays tennis.

Bringing the Outside Inside: Teaching and Nature

Suellyn Henke—Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 1:00-2:05 p.m.

Course Description—In this seminar, we will study and learn with nature at the 
Albion College Whitehouse Nature Center and other outdoor settings. We will critically 
examine the relationship between people and nature, especially Richard Louv’s 2006 
assertion that modern youth suffer from “nature-deficit disorder.” This alienation from 
nature may have significant biological, cognitive, and spiritual consequences, and—for 
today’s wired generations—has been linked to increases in childhood obesity, attention 
disorders, and depression.

What makes an experience with nature educative? What does it mean to awaken curiosity 
and invite someone else to learn? How can the outdoors foster cognitive, emotional, social, 
spiritual and physical growth? 

Students will integrate natural, cultural and historical interpretive teaching practices to 
create displays, games, outdoor investigations and unique lessons for local youth. Students 
will also have many opportunities to participate in educational programming and interact 
with children, families and community members. Excursions to exemplary outdoor 
education and cultural heritage sites are planned during the semester.

Instructor—Suellyn Henke received a Ph.D. in curriculum with an spent two years teaching 
at the University of Hawai’i-Hilo on the Big Island before coming to Albion in 2002. She 
is interested in narrative research and teaches courses in sociocultural foundations of 
education and secondary education. She enjoys spending time with her family, two dogs, 
and cat. Her hobbies include reading and playing tennis.

First-Year 
Seminars, 
Fall 2016
All entering students enroll 
in a First-Year Seminar as 
part of the College’s core 
requirement for graduation. 
Please read through the 
descriptions of the seminars 
in this booklet and identify 
your first four choices among 
these offerings.

Additional information on 
registering for a First-Year 
Seminar appears on a separate 
form which can be downloaded 
from the Web at www.albion.
edu/firstyear/seminars/.  
Note: In some seminars,  
a field trip fee will apply.

These seminars are offered 
as part of the William Atwell 
Brown, Jr., and Mary Brown 
Vacin First-Year Experience.



— 3 —

Chance

Mark Bollman—Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 2:15-3:20 p.m.

Course Description—What is the role of chance in our lives? 
This course will focus on serious applications of probability and 
statistics for the educated citizen. No previous knowledge of either 
subject is assumed. Concepts in both areas will be developed to 
the extent necessary to understand the applications, which will be 
drawn from diverse fields. Examples include: medicine (How do we 
decide between competing treatments for diseases?), sports (Will 
baseball ever have another .400 hitter?), weather (What is a “normal” 
rainfall?), gambling (What are your chances of winning the lottery 
or hitting a jackpot at a casino?), law (Can statistics convince us of 
guilt–or innocence—beyond a reasonable doubt?), politics (What can 
those polls really tell us about our favorite candidate?), and pattern 
detection (Are coincidences really all that remarkable?). 

We will use experiments, computer simulations, and statistical 
software packages to illustrate and examine the relevant theoretical 
concepts. One goal of the course is a better understanding of those 
aspects of chance that affect our day-to-day living as well as our 
plans for the future. Students should improve their problem-solving 
skills and their ability to think critically about issues pertaining to 
randomness and probability.

Prerequisites—Students enrolling in Chance must have completed 
at least a precalculus-level mathematics course in high school, 
something where exponential, trigonometric, and logarithmic 
functions were studied. In addition to being a First-Year Seminar, 
it should be noted that Chance is a serious mathematics course. 
Students who dislike mathematics should select a different seminar. 
Finally, Chance students must be 18 years old no later than November 
1, 2016.
Instructor—Mark Bollman (Ph.D., Central Michigan University) 
joined Albion’s Department of Mathematics and Computer Science in 
1999 and currently chairs the department. At Albion and in previous 
teaching posts at Hope and Olivet Colleges, he has taught courses 
in computer science, physics, chemistry, geology, and English 
composition, as well as a broad range of mathematics classes. Mark 
is known around the world for his electronic calculator collection—
over 900 different models are on display in his office—and around 
the Albion campus for his red tennis shoes. His research areas 
include applied probability–his book Basic Gambling Mathematics: 
The Numbers Behind The Neon was published by CRC Press/Taylor 
& Francis in 2014–as well as combinatorial number theory and 
mathematics education. Mark’s non-mathematical interests include 
photography, fiction writing, bicycling, and camping.

Cultures, Connections, and Communities from 
Albion to France—and Back

Dianne Guenin-Lelle—Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:30-11:35 a.m.

Course Description—The Albion-France connection is rich, vibrant, 
and longstanding. Besides having a dynamic Sister City relationship 
with Noisy-le-Roi and Bailly, France, there are many individuals both 
at the College and in the Albion community with French ties. As part 
of the course, we will meet and interview some of these individuals, 
both at Albion and in France to learn from their experiences and 
insights, and analyze this new information as we also study theories 
of “culture” and cross-cultural communication. Thus, we will grow in 
our understanding of how our identity relates to our home culture, 
and acts as a filter through which we understand other cultures.

Course materials include readings such as Cultural Mis-understandings, 
A Year in Provence, and French or Foe, films, news items, and relevant 
Web sites. As part of our fieldwork, there will be a trip to France, during 
fall break, in Noisy-le-Roi and Bailly, located near Paris. To enroll in the 

course, students will need to have studied French for at least two years in 
high school. A passport is required. Field trip fee.

Instructor—For the past 25 years, Dianne Guenin-Lelle (Ph.D., 
Louisiana State University) has taught a wide array of courses at all 
levels of French, as well as courses relating to women’s studies, ethnic 
studies, and peace studies. Born in New Orleans, in a family where 
French is not a “foreign” language, she is currently working on her 
third book, Imagining French New Orleans: A Transnational Creole 
Space. She hopes that her students learn to be more understanding 
of the richness of the human condition, and more tolerant and 
accepting of difference. She loves to travel, research, and, most of all, 
spend time with her family.
 

Equus: Horse in Western Culture

Ian MacInnes—Monday/Wednesday/Friday 1:00-2:05 p.m.

Course Description—From their domestication six-thousand years 
ago, horses have been an essential part of human civilization as 
workers, warriors, and companions. The history of the horse is in 
many ways a history of the relationship between humans and other 
animals and even a history of human and animal nature. We’ll be 
studying horses in two different ways throughout the semester. On 
the one hand, we’ll be discussing representations of horses in art and 
literature over the full sweep of Western history. This approach will 
require lots of reading. Our research and writing will be organized 
around several challenge projects involving horse-related technology. 
On the other hand, we’ll be looking closely at modern horse culture. 
This approach will require hands-on activity, including field trips to 
local equestrian venues and projects involving journalism, ethnology, 
and oral history. Like all first-year seminars, this one is deeply 
interdisciplinary. We will be using methods derived from fields 
as diverse as psychology, anthropology, literary criticism, gender 
studies, history, and art history. You don’t need to be an expert in any 
of these things to succeed in the course, though, and you don’t need 
to know anything about horses. All you need is an open mind and a 
willingness to read and write.

Instructor—Ian F. MacInnes (B.A. Swarthmore College, Ph.D. 
University of Virginia) is Professor of English at Albion College and 
director of Albion’s undergraduate research program (FURSCA). His 
Southern Michigan farm is home to an assortment of animals from 
horses to chickens, creatures which serve as unwitting backdrops 
for his scholarly interest in representations of animals and the 
environment in Renaissance literature, particularly in Shakespeare. 
As a teacher at Albion College for more than twenty years, Ian has 
made it his goal to engage students in material that is both difficult 
and inherently distant from them both in language and culture. 

Fly Me To The Moon

Nicolle Zellner—Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 11:45-12:50 p.m.

Course Description—This class includes the history and future 
of space exploration and will discuss topics related to the science 
of spaceflight, different countries’ efforts to explore space, human 
spaceflight, gender and diversity in the astronaut/cosmonaut/
taikonaut corps, spacecraft missions, and exploring planets, moons, 
and asteroids in our Solar System and beyond. A trip to Washington, 
D.C., to tour NASA Headquarters, the Smithsonian Institution 
meteorite collection, and the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum, 
including the Udvar-Hazy Center is planned. Field trip fee.

Instructor—Dr. Nicolle Zellner is an associate professor of physics. 
She teaches introductory and advanced astronomy and physics 
courses. Nicolle’s research interests focus on understanding the 
impact history of the Earth-Moon system and how those impacts 
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affected the conditions for life on Earth.  She studies lunar impact 
glasses to interpret the bombardment history of the Moon (and 
Earth), and a second project focuses on understanding how the 
chemistry of simple molecules is affected by impacts.  Nicolle was 
a member of the ANSMET team that searched for meteorites in 
Antarctica.  She spent two months there, and she and the team 
collected over 800 meteorites!  Nicolle was a member of the scientific 
ground crew during NASA’s STS-67 Astro-2 mission in 1995.  Her PhD 
is from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (2001), where she received 
the school’s first Multidisciplinary PhD.  Her research has been 
supported by the American Astronomical Society and is currently 
supported by NASA and by the National Science Foundation.

Hawaii and the Himalayas: Geology, Ecology and 
Cultures of the Tallest Mountains on Earth

Carrie Menold—Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:30-11:35 a.m.

Course Description—This is a discussion-based class exploring 
the geology and cultures of the world’s tallest peaks, Mt. Everest 
(Himalayas) and Mauna Kea (Hawai’i). A fundamental question we 
will seek to answer is why mountains exist and why are these two 
mountains so much taller than any others. We will investigate the 
geological forces that create (and destroy) mountains, and learn why 
their locations are anything but random. The Himalayas and Hawai’i 
also have distinct cultures linked with their unique geology and 
ecology. We will spend time learning about Tibetan and Hawai’ian 
cultural practices and their links to mountain environments – for 
example, the Tibetan practice of walking around holy mountains and 
the Hawai’ian goddess Pele’s association with the volcano.  Several 
other mountain-related themes will also be examined, including their 
presence as natural barriers that both invite and impede exploration, 
their importance as unique ecosystems, and their role as nature’s 
water towers. To explore these topics, students will read a collection 
of books and articles, participate in a variety of related activities 
including discussions, debates, and hands-on activities (several of 
which will be outdoors), and write papers. In January, students will 
travel to the big island of Hawai’i to examine mountain-building 
processes, the active volcano, and a unique mountain culture. On the 
trip, we will travel across the island, from the mountain tops to the 
beach, and we will be outside everyday hiking to explore the geology 
and its influence on the culture. Field trip fee.

Instructor—Carrie Menold (Ph.D., UCLA) is a member of the 
Geology Department. Her teaching focuses on rock and mineral 
studies as well as environmental geology. Her research field areas 
are in the Alps and Himalayas, where she using geochemistry to 
study mountain-building.

Heroes: Ordinary People, Extraordinary Deeds

Carrie Booth Walling—Tuesday/Thursday, 2:15-4:05 p.m.

Course Description—We will examine the concept of the hero from 
the larger-than-life personalities that have shaped our world and 
define our cultures to the ordinary people who do extraordinary 
things quietly and outside of the spotlight. This course will examine 
“the hero” in literature, history, popular culture, politics, and society. 
Our studies will include the astonishing and the mundane but 
always focusing on people who when faced with injustice—whether 
ordinary or extraordinary—rejected unfairness, refused inequality, 
and resisted the inhumane. We will consider examples of courageous 
leadership and learn how heroes are made through social habit, 
situational awareness, and positive deviancy. We will study great men 
and women of politics and history as well as human rights advocates 
and whistleblowers and explore subjects as diverse as human rights, 
social business, Holocaust rescue, humanitarianism, and social 
entrepreneurship. Students will spend two days interacting with 

dozens of heroes from around the country and around the world at 
the third annual Hero Roundtable, a project of Hero Town U.S.A. 
Field trip fee.

Instructor—Carrie Booth Walling earned her Ph.D. in political 
science with a specialization in human rights from the University 
of Minnesota. Her research examines the causes of, and responses 
to, international human rights violations including military 
humanitarian intervention and the establishment of international 
courts. Her publications include the book, All Necessary Measures: 
The United Nations and Humanitarian Intervention (2013) and 
articles on ethnic cleansing, humanitarian intervention, and 
international human rights trials. At Albion, she teaches courses in 
political science with a focus on international politics and human 
rights. Outside of Albion, she enjoys spending time with her family, 
involvement in Flint and Michigan politics and participating in 
human rights advocacy.

Imperial Vienna

Clayton Parr—Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 2:15-3:20 p.m.

Course Description—We’ll explore the intellectual, cultural, social, 
and artistic life in one city—Vienna—in the time period roughly 
between 1780 and 1914 extending from Mozart to World I and the fall 
of the Austrian Empire. You’ll read, write about, and discuss the work 
of musicians, artists, architects, philosophers, psychologists, and 
politicians, and discover the foundations they laid for modern culture 
that endure to the present day. We will travel to Vienna at the end of 
the semester, to experience some of this culture firsthand, through 
museum and building tours, concerts, and reflection on how your 
travel has enhanced your understanding of these issues. A passport is 
required. Field trip fee.

Instructor—Clayton Parr (D.M.A., Michigan State University) is 
director of choral activities at Albion. He was a Fulbright scholar at 
the Sarajishvili State Conservatoire, Tbilisi, Georgia, and is music 
director of Ensemble Alioni, a Chicago-based group dedicated to 
the performance of Georgian folk song. Music director of Michigan 
Educators Male Ensemble, a new TTBB group of vocal music 
teachers, he is also the conductor of the Battle Creek Community 
Chorus. As a performer, Parr has sung with the Cincinnati Opera, 
Oregon Bach Festival, and the Santa Fe Desert Chorale.

Intersectional Pizza: Gender, Race, Class, and Food

Trisha Franzen—Monday/Wednesday, 2:15-4:05 p.m.

Course Description—“Intersectional Pizza” asks questions about 
food and identity. Who makes your pizza? Who harvested the 
tomatoes? And who eats most of the pizza? This course considers the 
people who grow, harvest, process, transport, prepare, and consume 
our food beginning with the ubiquitous and seemingly favorite food 
of young people in the United States: pizza. We will consider how 
the intersection of gender, race, and class determine which people 
play which roles in these processes. Writing assignments include 
telling your own pizza story and researching your favorite food.  Two 
years ago, the students in this class built a brick wood-fired oven. As 
a group this class will research the idea of a “community oven” and 
how we might open up our oven to the larger community. In addition 
to reading, discussing, and writing about food and culture, the class 
will also visit a farmers’ market, work in a garden, and prepare food in 
own oven at the Whitehouse Nature Center.

Instructor—Trisha Franzen (Ph.D., University of New Mexico), 
professor of women’s and gender studies, loves history and food. 
She teaches the program’s introductory course, women’s history, 
feminist theory, and sexuality studies. Her new book is Anna Howard 
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Shaw: The Work of Woman Suffrage. The Wildcat Garden, which she 
coordinates, is a cooperative effort between Albion College and the 
Albion Public Schools.

“Keeping it 100”*: Honest Conversations to 
Understand Others and Ourselves 

Dominick Quinney, Monday/Wednesday, 2:15-4:05 p.m.

Course Description—In this course we will be exploring the ways in 
which stories – as told in narratives, memoirs, and film – can affect 
the heart as well as engage the mind.  We will be reading texts that 
call upon us to empathize with people who may be different from 
us and who endure forms of oppression, but whose stories reveal 
their creativity and resilience. We will be exploring questions such 
as: how does narrative create empathy in the reader with those who 
are different? How can reading change the reader and broaden his 
or her sympathies with people who suffer discrimination? How can 
narrative help us to create more just societies? Why is memory an 
important part of achieving social justice?

Our narratives will allow us to enter the lives of communities of 
color, varying aspects of social class, and other social intersections of 
human identity.  

*”Keep it 100” is an urban colloquialism meaning to maintain an 
approach to endeavors with honesty.  In this, students will begin to 
learn and employ empathy and compassion through composition, 
and campus engagement to understand varying experiences of the 
human condition.

Instructor—Dr. Dominick N. Quinney is an Assistant Professor 
of Ethnic Studies at Albion College in Albion, Michigan. A Critical 
Race Theorist,  he completed his doctorate in African American and 
African Studies at Michigan State University with a focus in Urban 
Education in 2013.  Currently, Dominick teaches an introductory 
Ethnic Studies course, as well as courses with topics surrounding 
Education and Diversity, Social Movements, and Hip Hop for Social 
Change.  Quinney’s qualitative research interests include the global 
sociopolitical development of Black student activist scholars, and 
their academic achievement in the classroom, and understanding 
racial dialogue amongst diverse groups.  Additionally, he has 
extensive research in the community engagement and development 
of urban high school students

Knowledge: Searching for “Truth” in Information, 
Facts, and Statistics in the Internet Age

Cheryl Blackwell—Monday/Wednesday/Friday,1:00-2:05 p.m.

Course Description—Do we really know what we think we know? 
How do we know what we know? What is truth? How do statistics 
inform us? What do we mean by facts? These questions compel us to 
look at the methods we use to understand the world around us. These 
questions are particularly relevant in today’s society as advances in 
science and technology lead to discoveries that challenge our notions 
of knowledge and commonly held beliefs. This seminar will examine 
some of the strategies, methods, and techniques used to determine 
what is factual, what is false, and what is unknown. It will encourage 
the development of well-researched ideas and opinions, and stress 
verbal and written communication.

Instructor—Cheryl Blackwell (M.L.S., University of Michigan) has 
been a reference librarian at Albion College since 1987. Her main 
research interest is library instruction, specifically research strategies 
and the research process. Her “other” interests include mid-
twentieth-century modern design and finding the perfect date!

Mario, Mages & Monopoly

Andy Boyan—Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:30-11:35 a.m.

Course Description—Video games are taking on a role far larger than 
simple playtime entertainment for kids. Game are being used for 
strategizing business plans, training medical skills, counseling cancer 
victims, opening eyes to other cultures and worlds, as well as being 
used for fun. And for something so fun, people sure do take their 
gaming seriously. What is happening with game in society?
 
This class will examine the multifaceted roles of games in society. 
Students will explore game design, mechanics, mathematics, artistic 
and narrative implementation, and cultural impact of a vast array of 
games including board games, tabletop roleplaying, digital games, 
handheld games, parlor games, and sports. The potential for games 
and learning will be examined with a focus on the strategic and 
mechanical function of games as content that is often unexplored 
by treatments of gaming in the popular press. Games also provide a 
vehicle to discuss important social issues that are present in games and 
elsewhere including racial, ethnic, sexual, and gender representations 
in media production and consumption, the role of consumerism 
and entertainment in a global economy, and concepts of leisure and 
luxury as part of a class struggle. Students will play, design, critique, 
and consider games and gaming culture as part of the larger milieu of 
culture.  Students do not need experience with many games for this 
course, but an open-minded attitude and willingness to try new things 
will help students navigate this fun, but often complicated, world.

Instructor—Andy Boyan (Ph.D. Michigan State University) is 
fascinated by rule systems and how people learn them, know 
them, and apply them. This serves his research and teaching 
interests in Communication Studies where he is concerned with 
how people navigate unspecified rule systems to talk with one 
another, how people learn rules of games, and how people learn new 
communication rules when given new communication situations 
such as social media.  Andy is an avid gamer, father, college football 
fan, music lover, reader, martial artist, poor guitar player, amateur 
cook, and Harry Potter aficionado. He love to try new games, and will 
completely destroy you in Tekken 3 or Monopoly. 

Orcs, Elves, and the Environment

Nels Christensen—Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday,  
10:30-11:20 a.m.

Course Description—If there was anything J.R.R Tolkien loved as 
much as studying (and creating his own) languages, stories, myths, 
and legends, it was trees and all things green and growing. This 
course brings together two main areas of study—literary analysis 
and ecology—and applies them to what is arguably one of the most 
popular and influential works of fiction in the 20th century: J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings. Three main goals will guide our 
exploration of Tolkien’s great novel: (1) to enjoy and study its literary 
and imaginative value, (2) to understand its relevance to current 
issues of environmentalism, sustainability, and ecological literacy, 
and (3) to use it as a test case for your introduction to the rewards and 
challenges of college-level writing and thinking. You should expect 
a fullimmersion educational experience. So, in addition to rigorous 
literary and ecological analysis, you need to be ready to write your 
own snatches of literature, to sketch your observations of the natural 
world in a self-reflective journal, to throw yourself into the strange 
world of Tolkien’s Middle-earth, and to tromp around regularly in the 
Whitehouse Nature Center. 

Instructor—Nels Christensen (Ph.D., Michigan State University) 
grew up in northern California near the Cascade and Sierra Nevada 
Mountains. For the past 12 years, he has spent his time teaching and 
canoeing in Michigan and New England.
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Popular American Culture, True Grit,  
and All That Jazz

James Ball—Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 2:15-3:20 p.m.

Course Description—Grit is a central theme in American culture: 
the idea that a person, any person, can achieve success in just about 
any field through determination, hard work, and persistence. Success 
might be measured as making a million dollars by the age of 25, or 
winning the league championship in diving, or composing a jazz 
standard that lasts beyond one’s lifetime. Everyone also knows that 
lots of obstacles can get in the way of success, and that our views of 
success change over time, both individually and as a society.

This First Year Seminar will examine success strategies and obstacles 
as evidenced by popular American culture of the 19th to mid-20th 
centuries. We’ll look at and listen to popular music, stage, radio, 
screen, and television representations of success, and obstacles to 
success. We’ll also study the historical periods that gave us these pop 
culture representations. And together we’ll learn about common 
trends and lasting influences of these popular American stories, as 
we begin to understand the origin and complex history of current 
thinking and cultural representations of success, failure, and grit.

Instructor—Dr. James Ball has taught at Albion College since 1999 
and serves as Director of Orchestral and Jazz Activities and teaches 
conducting, trombone, jazz improvisation, the Evolution of Jazz and 
has taught several different First Year Seminars. As a conductor, he has 
conducted in Europe, Latin America and Japan as well as numerous 
places around the United States. He has been Music Director and 
Conductor of the Tecumseh Pops Orchestra since 1999. His work in the 
jazz idiom began at Albion College where he began the study of jazz 
bass performance in 2003 when he began directing the Jazz Ensemble. 
He was founder of the Liberal Arts Jazz Festival and has taught on the 
Jazz Faculties of Hillsdale College and the Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp. 
Dr. Ball holds degrees from the Conservatory of Music at the University 
of Missouri – Kansas City, Northwestern University, Georgia State 
University, and the Oberlin College Conservatory of Music.

Rent and the Bohemian Life

Maureen Balke—Tuesday/Thursday, 2:15-4:05 p.m.

Course Description—“The bohemian life.” What does it mean? Passion, 
poetry, and poverty? Life, love, and art? Opposing convention and the 
status quo? Living for “no day but today” and “measuring lives in love”?

We will study the Pulitzer Prize- and Tony Award-winning musical 
Rent by Jonathan Larson, which is based upon the beloved Puccini 
opera La Bohème, which in turn is based upon the 1840s Parisian 
novel Scènes de la vie de Bohème by Murger. We will compare the 
struggles of all these “starving artists” as they “strive for success and 
acceptance” while enduring “obstacles of poverty, illness, and the 
AIDS epidemic.” Mature thematic material including issues of drugs, 
sexuality, discrimination, and AIDS will be discussed in the larger 
context of our own community, society, and the world.

Additional materials for the course include Philadelphia, the 
Academy Award-winning film starring Tom Hanks; Kushner’s award-
winning series Angels in America; Moonstruck, the Academy Award-
winning film starring Cher and Nicholas Cage; and selections from 
The AIDS Quilt Songbook and from the musical Avenue Q. We will 
also discuss the autobiographical novel Without You, by Anthony 
Rapp, from the original cast of Rent.

On her recent sabbatical, Maureen Balke spent several weeks in New 
York observing the contemporary musical theatre scene, including 
The Book of Mormon. Scenes from this currently running Tony 
Award-winning musical will also be studied.

Note: No in-depth knowledge of musical terminology is required for 
this course.

Instructor—Soprano Maureen Balke (D.M. in vocal performance, 
Indiana University) has performed opera, musicals, and art song 
recitals throughout the Midwest and in several European venues, 
winning several competitive voice awards along the way. The desire 
to pursue a professional career in music developed while she grew 
up on a Christmas tree farm in Wisconsin with her nine siblings and 
parents, all of whom sang and performed music in various genres, 
including country/western and folk music. Always interested in 
poetry and languages, she has specialized in German and French art 
song and has released a CD of art songs by composers Joseph Marx 
and Anthony Taffs, titled Never Seek to Tell Thy Love.

Science, Truth, and Other Enigmas

Jeremy Kirby— Monday/ Wednesday/Friday, 1:00-2:05 p.m.

Course Description—There is a substantive difference between, 
for example, astrology and astronomy. The latter conforms to the 
practices of our best scientific thinking, while the former is a pseudo-
science at best. But how might one explain the difference between 
pseudo-science and real science? It might be suggested that scientists 
rely upon observation and obtain better predictive results than 
pseudo-scientists. Astrologists, however, rely upon observation, 
and they are rarely mistaken in their predictions. Perhaps, then, 
what distinguishes pseudo-science from real science is that the 
hypotheses of the latter may be disconfirmed while the ‘conjectures’ 
of the former will hold, come what may. However, Charles Darwin’s 
critics accuse him of dealing in platitudes as well, and few of Darwin’s 
supporters would want to classify him among the pseudo-scientists. 
The principle of natural selection is all about “the survival of the 
fittest.” And, as the critics will ask, who are the fittest, if not those 
who survive? Distinguishing pseudo-science from science is, thus, 
easier said than done. But this is precisely what we shall endeavor to 
do in this course.

Sound Science

Charles Moreau—Tuesday/Thursday, 8:00-9:50 a.m.

Course Description—We will explore the scientific basis of sound 
and music. Topics may include the wave nature of sound, design of 
sound-generating devices and musical instruments, digital encoding 
of music, and amplification. A yearlong class project will form the 
basis of the course. Basic math skills will be expected, and students 
with an interest in physical science or music performance are 
strongly encouraged to consider this seminar.

Instructor—Charles Moreau (Ph.D., Michigan State University) is a 
Michigan native who enjoys music and movies. When not spending 
time with his family, he is a (very) amateur guitar player. He even 
finds a little time to study condensed matter physics, in particular the 
way in which electrons travel through solids whose dimensions are 
on the order of one-tenth of one-millionth of a meter.
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Sounds and Stories: Narratives of Everyday Life

Scott Hendrix—Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 11:45-12:50 p.m.

Course Description—We all have sounds and stories we remember 
from our early childhood years, from the past year, and from all the 
years in between: the first song we learned to sing; the bark of the 
family dog; stories told us by parents and grandparents; teenage 
stories of love and fear; sounds of music that fuel our saddest days; 
the raucous, joyous sound and storytelling of family holidays; and 
sounds of trains passing through town at night. Sounds and stories 
form and frame our lives. And we often overlook them, do not wonder 
where the sounds come from, or what they might mean, and do not 
ask what the stories might teach us, if we really listen.

In this seminar, we will try to listen, and also learn about, read about, 
talk about, and collect, record, and share several different kinds of 
sounds and stories. Our goal is to learn about—and learn from—the 
individual and collective telling, gathering, and sharing of sounds 
and stories. Success in this course requires only an open mind and 
open ears, a desire to hear more of the sounds and stories that make 
up your life, and willingness to share your own stories of trial and 
error, love and fear.

Instructor—Scott Hendrix (Ph.D., University of Kansas) is the 
Writing Dude at Albion College. He teaches writing and language 
courses in the English Department and directs the college writing 
center. Many years ago, he grew up on a place where stories were the 
local currency: neighbors swapped eggs for sugar and a few words of 
gossip; men and boys told stories while they dug graves on a hillside 
in the rain. He learned that the truth of a story—the facts, that is—are 
less important than how and why a story is told.

Steampunk

Guy Cox—Tuesday/Thursday, 10:30-12:20 p.m.

Course Description—Have you ever wished you could build your 
own ray gun, think through the mechanics of dirigible flight, design 
a costume you could actually wear, or tinker with clockwork? This 
course will give you your chance! We’ll start with a grounding in 
the anthropology of subculture, using the Steampunk subculture as 
our particular lens. We’ll consider, both as a class and individually, 
present-day issues that Steampunk may (or may not) help us to 
discuss, including but not limited to issues involving class, race, 
ethnicity, gender, ethics, etc. During our study of the sub-culture 
concept and Steampunk, we’ll write reflective journal entries, a 
research paper, do a creative project—and maybe a little participant-
observation if you are brave enough!

Instructor—Guy Cox is director of the Ferguson Center for 
Technology-Aided Teaching and Learning. Before coming to 
Albion, he was a member of the Computer Engineering Department 
at University of California, Santa Cruz, teaching and working in 
the areas of software engineering and engineering ethics. He has 
also worked as a project manager and R&D lab manager in Silicon 
Valley. However, underneath the technology he is a cultural 
anthropologist who has been doing participant-observation of sub-
cultures—sometimes heavy on the observation, sometimes heavy 
on the participation—for 25 years. He used to remark that “software 
engineers are my tribe.” Now some say he has “gone native.”

The Holocaust

Jocelyn McWhirter— Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 1:00-2:05 p.m.

Course Description—The Holocaust stands as one of the greatest 
atrocities of the modern era. From 1938 to 1945, Germans—ruled by 
the National Socialist Party—systematically slaughtered more than 
six million European Jews. So how did the Holocaust happen? How 
did it affect its victims? Why did some people stand by or willingly 
participate while others broke the law in order to save Jewish 
lives? We’ll address these questions in dialogue with perpetrators, 
survivors, and rescuers through a variety of media: personal 
conversation; literature; artifacts; photographs; video; movies; a 
museum. In the spring semester, students will have the option to 
visit Poland as participants in the College’s Holocaust Studies Service 
Learning Project (HSSLP), Spring 2017.

Instructor—Jocelyn McWhirter (Ph.D., Princeton Theological 
Seminary) ran high school track meets on the massive Nazi parade 
ground in Nürnberg, Germany. Shortly after she graduated from 
college, she decided she was through with the Holocaust. She knew 
all she wanted to know. Apparently she was wrong, because she 
has been teaching about it since 2005. She is now preparing for her 
fifth trip to Auschwitz with the HSSLP. She also teaches courses on 
Judaism and the Bible in Albion’s Department of Religious Studies.

The Natural History of Love

Douglas White—Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 1:00-2:05 p.m.

Course Description—We will explore the nature and function 
of love in humans from the perspectives of evolutionary biology, 
ornithology, brain science, anthropology, psychology, mythology, and 
the arts.  What is love?  Why do we love?  

Love is a topic of deep and universal personal and societal interest.  
Love is systemic to many and disparate academic disciplines.  Yet, 
love is virtually absent from Albion’s catalog.  Here, we break through 
obscuring jargon, silos, and silence, first by considering the breeding 
biology of birds.  Can we see love there in revealing variety?  We move 
on to examine how modern sciences of neurobiology, anthropology, 
and psychology are being used to characterize human love.  Do 
they have it right?  Do people and birds pick mates in similar ways?  
Next, we will see if love, in its expansive sense, relates to the human 
subconscious as revealed by comparative mythology.  Where is 
your bliss?  Finally, we will test our biological model of love against 
meditations on love prized in drama and music.  

In our exploration of love, we will use the insights and tools of 
evolutionary biology including asking why questions, considering 
both proximate and ultimate causes, adopting a systems perspective, 
and reasoning from comparative evidence.  And, we will practice 
skills in scholarship, reading, discussion, and writing that are integral 
to the Albion academic experience.   

Instructor—Douglas White, PhD. Trained as a biologist and 
evolutionary ecologist at Penn State, University of Tennessee, and 
Rutgers University, I have been with Albion’s Biology Department since 
1995.  I serve as associate director of Albion’s Center for Sustainability 
and the Environment and regularly teach introductory courses in 
environmental science and environmental studies.  As an ornithologist, 
my research focuses on the breeding biology of House Wrens which 
I’ve studied in collaboration with Dr. Dale Kennedy at the Whitehouse 
Nature Center for over 20 years.  For many years, I co-taught a First Year 
Seminar on Art in the Environment.  I taught my first class on love class 
Albion’s Honor’s program in spring 2016.  In October, I’m offering a 
condensed version to Albion Area Lifelong Learners.
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The Trial in Law, Politics, and Culture

William Rose—Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 9:15-10:20 a.m.

Course Description—Since the earliest days of our country, high-
profile trials have captured the public’s imagination. These trials 
have been more than spectacle, however; they also have served as 
public dramas and barometers of contemporary thought. The drama 
in the courtroom frequently crystallizes certain social, cultural, and 
political issues of the time. The study of trials can offer a window 
into the community in which they took place and shed light on a 
society’s fundamental beliefs, customs, and cultural values. Over the 
course of the semester we will examine a number of famous trials 
from American and European history, both real and imagined. We 
will rely on source materials drawn from law and literature, ranging 
historically from the trial of Socrates, to seventeenth-century 
witchcraft trials, to contemporary trials of alleged terrorists as part of 
the ongoing “War on Terror.”

Instructor—William Rose (Ph.D., University of Massachusetts—
Amherst) began teaching at Albion College in 2001. His areas 
of interest and expertise (both teaching and research) are in 
contemporary legal and political theory, the history of American 
political and legal thought, and law and society. He teaches courses 
ranging from introductory courses in American politics and the 
history of Western political thought, to upper-level seminars on 
theories of crime and punishment, and privacy and the surveillance 
society. Rose is the founding director of Albion’s interdisciplinary 
concentration in law, justice, and society, and he also serves as the 
College’s pre-law adviser. Prior to his time in academe, he worked as a 
lawyer in Ohio and Florida.

Virus Hunters

Ola Olapade—Tuesday/Thursday, 10:30-12:20 p.m.

Course Description—Ebola, HIV/AIDS, H1N1 flu, Avian flu, SARS, 
MERS, HPV, small pox, hepatitis, herpes, measles, mumps, rubella, 
Oh My! All of these are examples of viruses that cause human disease. 
We will explore the basic biology of viruses, along with the medical, 
social, and historical implications of viral infections and epidemics, 
including the role of vaccinations in protecting human populations 
from these diseases.

Bacteriophages, or simply ‘phages,’ are another type of virus, but 
these viruses only infect bacteria, and are harmless to humans. 
The study of bacteriophages played an important historical role in 
our current understanding of the structure and function of genes. 
Today, what we learn from phage biology contributes to a better 
understanding of human disease viruses and may contribute to 
better prevention and treatment of devastating human viral diseases. 
Also, since bacteriophages are highly specialized through evolution 
to efficiently attack and kill bacteria, they are excellent candidates 
for a new class of antibiotics. Through readings and presentations, 
students will explore these historical and medical implications of 
bacteriophages.

You are invited to become a member of our virus hunter team! As part 
of the team, each student will isolate, characterize, and name his or 
her own previously undiscovered phage! (Because bacteriophages 
are harmless to humans, we will limit our hunting to these types of 
viruses—don’t worry, we won’t be working with Ebola or any other 
harmful viruses.)

Albion is one of over 100 schools nationwide participating in the Phage 
Hunters Advancing Genomics & Evolutionary Science (PHAGES) 
program. Our work in this seminar will contribute to this research 
undertaking, and our results will be submitted to a central database, 
available to researchers in the field of bacteriophage genetics.

This course is not intended just for aspiring scientists—there is no 
assumed scientific background for the course.

Instructor—Ola Olapade (Ph.D., Kent State University) is a 
microbiologist with general interest in the areas of microbial ecology, 
environmental microbiology, bioremediation, and public health. 
He continues to conduct several research activities and published 
those results from studies that examined microbial community 
composition, structure, and enzymatic activities in various 
freshwater and marine environments including on surfaces, in lakes, 
streams, rivers, and coastal systems. At Albion, he teaches upper-
level courses including Microbiology, Environmental Microbiology, 
Virology, and Epidemiology. Also, he regularly contributes to two 
Biology Department introductory-sequence courses: Cell and 
Molecular Biology and Ecology, Evolution, and Biodiversity. He 
enjoys spending time with family at home and on the road during 
extensive traveling.

Who Runs the World: The Importance and Influence 
of Women in Popular Music

Ashley Feagin—Tuesday/Thursday, 10:30-12:20 p.m.

Course Description—Starting from the earliest recordings of 
Mamie Smith to the contemporary anthems of Beyoncé, we will 
examine the trajectory of women in popular music across decades 
and genres. We will investigate how female artists channeled their 
work to create and influence social, political change and begin 
pivotal dialogues throughout our contemporary history.  

Instructor—Ashley Feagin (M.F.A., Louisiana Tech University) is 
an Assistant Professor in the Art and Art History Department. In her 
teaching and in her art, Ashley challenges her students and her viewers 
to explore how we build stories—and also participate in the storytelling 
process—through photographs, installations, performances and 
collaborations. Her work has been featured in several books published 
by Vermont Photography Workplace, and in the traveling group 
exhibition, Spinning Yarns: Photographic Storytellers.

You Are What You Eat

Marcy Sacks— Tuesday/Thursday, 8:00-9:50 a.m.

Course Description—There are few acts more basic than eating. 
What many of us do not realize as we pick up our forks each day is 
that this seemingly mundane act is intricately linked to culture, 
economics, and politics—in short, how we eat tells us about who 
we are. This course puts food into its social contexts. We’ll explore 
how what we eat and the way we eat it express our social identities 
(as members of social classes, ethnic groups, religions, etc.); how 
preparing and consuming (or not consuming) food reproduce gender 
roles; how the economic system for producing and marketing food 
affects what (and how much) we eat; and how food is both an object 
of politics (e.g., a target for government regulation) and a subject of 
politics (e.g., a basis for social movements). This course will explore 
food as both a commodity and a cultural marker. We will examine 
a broad range of issues about the production, distribution, and 
metaphorical significance of food. Participants in the course will have 
the opportunity to engage in and reflect on the eating, purchasing, 
preparing, and harvesting of food in a variety of settings.

Instructor—Marcy Sacks (Ph.D., University of California at Berkeley) 
has been teaching history at Albion College for the past 14 years. Her 
area of expertise is African American history and U.S. race relations. 
She is currently at work on a book about heavyweight boxer Joe 
Louis, sports, and race relations in twentieth-century America. When 
she is not busy teaching or researching, she spends her time running 
marathons, baking, reading, and parenting.
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