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Founded by the United Methodist church, CCSS began 
as a soup kitchen during the Great Depression. Over the 
years this ministry grew to help the homeless, seniors, 
and those with developmental disabilities. In 1994 
Methodist minister Faith Fowler, ’81, became executive 
director of CCSS and expanded its reach tremendously. 
Today the ministry runs two health care clinics, a 
vocational training center focused on green technology, 
and housing programs for homeless families, veterans, 
men with HIV/AIDS, and those battling addictions.

After some early morning icebreakers, the Fordies got 
right to work. Students spent their morning in the CCSS 
warehouse where they participated in the document 
destruction program, a service offered to area businesses 
and organizations. Groups rotated between sorting paper, 
shredding documents, and baling the final product. By 
recycling the paper, CCSS earns revenue to support its 
array of programs. Students also disassembled wooden 
pallets that would be used for firewood during the 
agency’s Halloween haunted house fundraiser. 

Following lunch with Fowler at a facility for homeless 
women and children, it was back to work in the 
warehouse. Students flexed their muscles as they helped 
move equipment to another building. They also worked 
out in the Cass green gym: ten stationary bikes that 
generate electricity for the warehouse.

Despite being tired and dirty at the end of the day, the 
Fordies enjoyed their experience. First-year student 
Maddie Drury found the trip inspiring. “The entire 
retreat was a moving experience,” she said. “I had no 
idea that such an influential and positive program even 
existed before that day, and volunteering my time there 
really made me feel like I was doing something to make a 
difference in Detroit and maybe in someone’s life.”

Ford Institute students learned public service can take many forms during a day of 
volunteering at Cass Community Social Services (CCSS) in Detroit this past October. 
The experience was part of the Institute’s annual retreat for first-year students.

Students are admitted to the Ford Institute only after 
being admitted to Albion College. The Ford Institute 
is an honors program open by application. Members 
are selected based on demonstrated leadership, 
interest in public service, academic ability, and previous 
involvement in political, community, and school activities.

All students are expected to maintain a high level of 
academic performance once admitted, to continue 

their involvement in campus and community affairs,  
and to become involved in Institute activities.

You’ll find more about the Ford Institute, including an 
online application form, at: www.albion.edu/ford/.

Check out the Ford Institute through our virtual tour 
at: www.albion.edu/tour. The tour includes 
interviews with current Ford students and allows you  
to explore our beautiful campus.
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After graduating from Albion, 
Kratt became involved in a special 
election for the Michigan House of 
Representatives. Lasting only six 
weeks, it was an intense campaign 
that left him hooked on campaign 
work. Kratt’s newly found passion 
led him to New Jersey and eventually 
Washington, D.C., where he served as 
the director of member services for 
then-House Republican Conference 
chair John Boehner.

For the past four years Kratt has 
performed legislative advocacy for 
Diageo, a company self-described 
as “the world’s leading premium 
drinks business.” Covering a 
territory from Maryland to Maine, 
he meets with elected state officials 
as well as other stakeholders on 
issues that affect his employer. 

Dealing with alcohol has many 
legislative challenges. For example, 
Kratt must address a multitude of 
regulatory issues (taxation, marketing, 
trade practices, social responsibility). 

Kratt said two skill sets developed 
at Albion help him successfully deal 
with these challenges. The first is the 
ability to frame an argument. The 
political discourse Kratt had with his 
fellow Fordies helped teach him how 
to shape a story or dialogue to get his 
point across effectively.

The second ability, and what he 
called “the greatest part of a liberal 
arts education,” is to think critically. 
Kratt attributed his training 
primarily to former Ford Institute 
director Kim Tunnicliff. He fondly 
remembers frequenting Tunnicliff’s 
office to discuss current events. 

Kratt didn’t land his dream job right 
out of Albion. Reflecting on his first 
campaign, he said he “licked a lot 
of envelopes and schlepped a lot of 
people around in his car.” But along 
the way, he built networks that led 
to future employment. Kratt gave 
the same advice that he received as 
a student: Invest in sound risks in 
your twenties and reap the rewards 
in the years that follow.

Dwayne Kratt, ’89: ‘Take Chances’

For More Information
To learn more about the Gerald R. Ford Institute for 
Leadership in Public Policy and Service, please contact:

Gerald R. Ford Institute
Al Pheley, Ph.D., Director
Eddie Visco, ’04, M.Ed., Associate Director
Ann Garrett, Institute Coordinator

Albion College Phone: 517/629-0368 
611 E. Porter St. E-mail: fordinstitute@albion.edu 
Albion, MI 49224 Web: www.albion.edu/ford/

Nights at the Museum
The Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Museum in Grand Rapids celebrates 
the legacy that the 38th president left 
for this nation. Through distinguished 
speakers and exhibits, visitors can learn 
more about the man who led the United 
States through turbulent times. This 
past semester Ford Institute students 
had the opportunity to discover more 
about the man for whom our program is 
named and his achievements.

In September students were invited to 
see former Vice President Dick Cheney. 
Cheney shared some stories from his 
autobiography, In My Time: A Personal 
and Political Memoir. 

Also in September students had lunch 
with retired U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
John Paul Stevens, who spoke about the 
leadership qualities of President Ford. 
October featured a lecture by former 
Secretary of State and White House 
Chief of Staff James Baker III, reflecting 
on his time in the White House during 
different administrations.

During a special visit to the museum, 
the Ford students toured the facilities 
and had lunch with Joe Calvaruso, ’78, 
executive director of the Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Foundation. Calvaruso also 
presented each student with a book of 
tributes to President Ford autographed 
by his daughter, Susan Ford Bales.

“The biggest thing I would tell Fordies is don’t be afraid 
of risk. Take chances and work hard.” Dwayne Kratt, 
’89, senior director of Northeast State Government 
Relations for Diageo, recently passed on this advice to 
Ford students, noting his willingness to take risks has 
led him on a fascinating career journey.

Students untying a human knot during a retreat icebreaker.

Paper recycling with Faith Fowler at Cass Community Social Services.



In September Ken 
Brock, ’83, spoke 
on election-year 
politics. Brock has 
worked for elected 
officials on both the 
state and federal 
levels, including 
four members of 
Congress, and is 
currently the district 
administrator 
for Congressman 
John Dingell, 

who represents southeast Michigan. Brock’s lecture, 
“Campaigns and Community Demographics,” 
highlighted how campaigns focus on certain groups 
of voters in primary and general elections and how 
candidates shape their message.

Ray Davis, ’84, visited in October to discuss “Education 
Policy in Michigan: From Tenure Reform to Schools of 
Choice.” A lawyer with Thurn Law Firm in East Lansing, 
Davis represents numerous local school boards in 
dealing with issues such as general school law, labor 
and employment law, construction law, and general 
civil litigation. His remarks focused on recent education 
reforms (such as Race to the Top regulations and tenure 
reform) suggested by the Michigan legislature and how 
those reforms would affect school districts.

November’s featured presentation was given by Joan 
Vestrand, ’81, who currently serves as the associate 
dean of the Thomas M. Cooley Law School’s Ann Arbor 
campus. Vestrand has had a distinguished law career 
focused on disciplinary proceedings and court matters 
involving attorney ethics. Her lecture, “Ethics and 
Success,” is an annual presentation at the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy and examined the role ethics and 
morals should play in the decisions one makes.

Our students enjoyed the insights that these experts 
provided, and the speakers also enjoyed the opportunity 
to come back to Albion. “Guest lecturing,” Brock said, 
“brought back countless positive memories of the 
wonderful speakers we had when I was at the Ford 
Institute. For me these real-world practitioners added 
texture and depth to the academic experience. It was 
great fun to come back and share some of my political 
experience with this generation of Fordies.”

Recent Graduates 
Pursue Their Passions
In December 2011 the Ford Institute  
said farewell to two graduating seniors:  
Kyle Henry and Andrew Kercher. 

KyLe HeNRy
Kyle Henry was selected as Albion’s first Joe Stroud 
Intern in Journalism and Policy. Developed in memory 
of former Ford Institute director and Detroit Free Press 
editor Joe Stroud, this opportunity allows interns to 
work directly with the editorial page editor of the Free 
Press. According to Henry, the highlight of his time there 
was having six articles published on a variety of topics. 
“Since I was a little kid,” he said, “I fantasized about 
seeing my own words in print for thousands—millions—
to see, and as a twenty-year-old student, what more 
could an aspiring writer want?”

The main lesson that Henry learned fom his Ford 
experience is to seek out as many perspectives and 
opinions as possible. “Through simply understanding 
the backgrounds and stories of the individuals—
whether peers or policy advocates—that we encounter 
on a daily basis,” he explained, “we are more prone 
to understanding the world on a local, federal, and 
international level.” Henry also appreciated the 
multitude of different experiences he had with the Ford 
Institute. “I was able to foster my leadership skills,” he 
said, “in areas such as community service and tutoring, 
and utilize my professional skills in my chosen career, 
which is secondary education. I couldn’t have asked for 
a more meaningful way to exercise my leadership and 
grow as a young adult heading into the workforce.”
 
Henry, who also graduated from the Fritz Shurmur 
Center for Teacher Development, intends to stay just as 
busy as he was at Albion College. He has applied for a 
year-long Fulbright teaching position in Oslo, Norway, as 
a secondary English teacher. He also plans on serving his 
nation as an officer in the military reserve while teaching 
in a public school district. In his spare time Henry will 
continue to write, focusing on education policy, but, 
“who knows—maybe I’ll take a stab at fiction.”

ANdRew KeRcHeR
Andrew Kercher graduated with majors in history and 
philosophy and was a member of the Prentiss M. Brown 
Honors Program. His passion for history led him to a 
summer internship with Mackinac State Historic Parks. 
As a historical interpreter he showed visitors at Fort 
Michilimackinac what it was like to live there during the 
eighteenth century. During his internship, he portrayed 
a soldier in the King’s army (complete with firing 
muskets and cannons), a French civilian fur trader, a 
blacksmith, and a Catholic priest. 

Kercher found 
bringing history 
alive so enjoyable 
that he has signed on 
with Fort Outreach, 
traveling to schools 
around Michigan and 
sharing the state’s 
history with students, 
before he attends 
graduate school 
to earn his M.A. in 
museum studies.

He loves to talk 
politics, which is 
one of the main 
reasons he joined 
the Ford Institute. 
When asked about 
his favorite memory, 
he responded, “While 

I’m tempted to say that meeting President George W. 
Bush in Grand Rapids was the best, I still think our 
daylong trip to Lansing where we met the Michigan 
Supreme Court chief justice and legislators for an in-
depth discussion was the most fun.”

Kercher also values the education he received. “I was 
really enlightened about the political process,” he said, 
“and was able to feel like I actually could have a voice in 
the system now that I really know how it works.”
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Expert Alumni Share Career Insights
Every year the Ford Institute invites experts in a variety of fields to speak with 
our students. This year was no exception as three of our alumni returned to 
Albion to have dinner with a select group of students interested in their field 
and have a discussion with College and community members.

Kyle Henry and Ray Davis

Last semester the 
Ford Institute 
welcomed back 
one of its own to 
the staff by hiring 
Eddie Visco, 
’04, as the new 
associate director. 
After majoring in 
political science 
and speech 
communication 

at Albion, he joined Teach for America and 
taught seventh grade English and American 
history in Philadelphia. During this time he also 
earned his master’s in education at Chestnut 
Hill College. Visco returned to Michigan and 
became involved in politics, serving as the 
traveling assistant to Mark Schauer, ’84, during 
his run for Congress. Upon Schauer’s election, 
Visco joined the Congressional district staff as a 
constituent services representative. Visco said 
he is extremely excited to be back in the place 
he called home for four years and looks forward 
to introducing (or reintroducing) himself to 
Fordies past and present.

Former Fordie a New Staffer

Andrew Kercher during his internship 
at Michigan’s Fort Michilimackinac.


