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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE NEXT DEANERY ARE DUE MAY 18, 2009.
I.
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM COMMITTEES
From Faculty Personnel Committee:
Election results are as follows:
Faculty Steering Committee:
Suellyn Henke (3 years)

Curriculum & Resources Com:
Fine and Applied Arts (3 years) – Sam McIlhagga





Sciences (3 years) – Tim Lincoln






Social Sciences (3 years) – Molly Mullin

Faculty Personnel Committee:  
Humanities (1 year) - Dianne Guenin-Lelle 





Science (3 years) - Dean McCurdy

Budgets, Salaries & Benefits Com: Social Sciences (3 years) - Jon Lanning 





Fine and Applied Arts (3 years) - Melissa Mercer-Tachick
Sexual Harassment Grievance:
Sally Jordan and Kalen Oswald (3 year terms)

Affirmative Action Committee:
Bille Wickre (3 years), Scott Hendrix (3 years) and 






Greg Saltzman (1 year sabbatical replacement)
#     #     #
From Course Change Committee:
The Course Change Committee approved the following course number, title, and/or description changes:

Old Number and Title: E&M 326: Topics in World Economic History
New Number and Title: E&M 326: Economic History
Old course description(s):

E&M 225 United States Economic History (1) Spring Prerequisite: E&M 101 or permission of instructor. Economic growth and regional integration in the United States from the seventeenth through the twentieth centuries. Examines changes in the structure of labor and capital markets, with a focus on the economics of changes in law, technology and the organization of the firm. Staff. 
E&M 326 Topics in World Economic History (1) Fall Considers market development, non-market institutions, and the interaction of markets and non-markets in a wide variety of cultures and civilizations since about 0 A.D. Topics include a complete command economy (Incans), slavery, women's access to labor markets, inheritance law, the industrial revolution and its effects, and credit markets. Some economics and history background is recommended. Staff.
New course description:

Prerequisite: E&M 101 

An introduction to the economic histories of Western Europe and the United States. Specific topics will vary but may include: the development and implementation of different economic systems, slavery, labor markets, the industrial revolution and its effects, the Great Depression, the civil rights movement, and the establishment of the European Union. Lanning.

Rationale

E&M wants to maintain an economic history component to its curriculum but does not have the resources to offer two distinct courses. It therefore has decided to consolidate its two economic history courses into one course that covers both U.S. and Western European economic history. It prefers to make this a 300-level course. Thus, it proposes that E&M 326 be changed to reflect the broader focus.
Old Number and Title: PHED 212: Exercise Physiology
New Number and Title: PHED 379: Exercise Physiology
This change did not involve a change in course description; the numbering was changed to reflect the rigor of the course.
The Course Change Committee approved the elimination of the following courses:

E&M 225: United State Economic History

E&M 271: Women in the Economy

#     #     #
Ethnic Studies Committee:
The Ethnic Studies Committee has approved History 300, Slave Societies of the Americas, to be included among the electives for Ethnic Studies Major.

II
SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT


Diana Ariza (Ethnic Studies) and Len Berkey (Anthropology/Sociology) had an article accepted for publication in the summer issue of the Journal of International Social Research entitled "Constructing 'Multiple' Conceptions of Blackness:  A Case Study of How African American Students Contest Identity at a Predominantly White Liberal Arts College in the United States."

Maureen Balke (Music) was invited to judge the 10th annual "Dr. Marjorie Conrad Peatee Art Song Competition" at Bowling Green State University on March 28, 2009.  This prestigious competition is open to teams of undergraduate and graduate level singers and pianists with over $6000 in prizes awarded.  This year eighteen undergraduate teams and nine graduate level teams competed in the two-round competition.   Balke and William Averill, vocal coach at Ohio University, were the co-judges, combining expertise in voice, piano, and art song literature, diction, and interpretation.   This 10th anniversary competition was filmed by PBS for later broadcast.  Maureen also judged over 40 vocal Michigan Youth Arts Festivals solos at the State Solo/Ensemble auditions held April 17-18, 2009 at Lakeshore High School in Stevensville.  

Mark Bollman's (Mathematics and Computer Science) paper "Sums Of Consecutive Factorials In The Fibonacci Sequence" was published in the January 2009 issue of Congressus Numerantium. This issue includes the Proceedings of the Eleventh International Conference on Fibonacci Numbers and Their Applications, held at the Technische Universitat Carolino-Wilhelmina in Braunschweig, Germany in July 2004. The main result of this paper is that the only Fibonacci number less than 10100 which is the sum of more than two consecutive factorials is F9 = 34 = 0! + 1! + 2! + 3! + 4!. Mark's co-author on this paper is George Grossman of the Central Michigan University Department of Mathematics. 

Mark's review of Ian Stewart's Professor Stewart's Cabinet of Mathematical Curiosities was published in the May 2009 issue of The College Mathematics Journal. The May issue is devoted to puzzles, and includes an interview with Martin Gardner along with a collection of articles on mathematically-oriented puzzles. The CMJ is published by the Mathematical Association of America and is focused on the first two years of college mathematics. 

In March, Dianne Guenin-Lelle (Modern Languages & Cultures) presented a lecture, “The Current Cultural Renaissance in Southwestern Louisiana,” as part of Western Michigan University’s program Celebrating 400 Years of the French in North America.

Dale Kennedy (Biology) and Doug White (Environmental Institute) attended the joint annual meeting of the Wilson Ornithological Society and the Association of Field Ornithologists in Pittsburgh, PA, April 8-12.  Dale presented a paper, co-authored with Doug, "Use of spycams in nest boxes reveals that female House Wrens give feeding call to just-hatched and young nestlings."  Doug presented a paper, co-authored with Dale, "Variation in onset of incubation in House Wrens."  In addition, they were co-authors on a poster presented by their student, Amanda Engelhard (AC '09), "Spying on incubating House Wrens:  Using minicameras to observe behaviors in nest boxes."  

As First Vice-President of WOS, Dale served as a member of WOS Council and as Chair of the WOS Student Presentation Award committee (which had 18 judges, including Doug White).  She was elected President of WOS for the next two years (April 2009-2011).  Doug has served (and will continue to serve) as Chair of the Undergraduate Outreach Committee of WOS.

Sheila Lyons-Sobaski (Biology) has had two papers recently accepted and one has gone to press:  Ramsdell, K. M. M.,  S. A. Lyons-Sobaski, H. M. Robertson, K. K. O. Walden, J. L. Feder, K. Wanner and S. H. Berlocher.  Expressed sequence tags from cephalic chemosensory organs of the northern walnut husk fly, Rhagoletis suavis, including a putative canonical odorant receptor.  Journal of Insect Science (accepted); Lyons-Sobaski, S. A. and S. H. Berlocher.  2009.  Life history phenology differences between southern and northern populations of the apple maggot fly.  Entomologia Experimentalis et Applicata 130:149-159.

Vanessa McCaffrey (Chemistry) was selected to present her work on "Electronic Tuning of Magnetic Exchange in Phenoxy-bridged Dinuclear Transition Metal Complexes" in the 2009 National Science Foundation Workshop on Inorganic Chemistry from June 15 -18 in Park City, Utah.  From the award announcement:  "You have been selected over some very qualified people who would love to be in your shoes. Close interactions between attendees, melding of diverse opinions and areas of research, attendees from diverse schools and universities, collegial interactions, vigorous technical discussions - all will be expected at this Workshop. Considerable effort has been put into selecting a diverse group of researchers that should be able to interact well."  

Julia Medina (Modern Languages & Cultures) presented at the 15th Annual Carolina Conference of Romance Language: “(Re)Writing History: Text as Monument to History,” University of Chapel Hill, March 2009.  The title of her paper:  “Recuerdos de Intervención y periodismo: William Walker en 'El porvenir de Nicaragua'.”  

Jessica Roberts's (English) essay "A Poetic E Pluribus Unum: Conventions, Imperatives, and the Poetic Call-to-Arms in Frank Moore's The Rebellion Record" appears in the most recent issue of ESQ: A Journal of the American Renaissance.

Ken Saville (Biology) attended the 50th Annual Drosophila Research Conference in March and co-authored a poster entitled "The Genomics Education Partnership."  The poster describes the collaborative research based genomics course taught by Ken at Albion and by over thirty other members of the partnership at schools across the country.

Gaylord Smith (Economics & Management) was informed that he is receiving the Michigan Association of CPAs 2009 award for Teaching Excellence, representing the organization’s teacher of the year award.  The award will be given at a ceremony in October.
‘Dimeji Togunde (Anthropology/Sociology) delivered the University of Delaware African Studies Program's 7th annual Distinguished Africanist Lecture on April 29. The title of the lecture was “Recent African Migration to the United States: What Do We Know and What Do We Still Need to Know?”

Thom Wilch (Geological Sciences) is co-author of a paper titled “Obliquity-paced Pliocene West Antarctic ice sheet oscillations,” published in March 19 edition of Nature.   The paper summarizes climate and ice sheet reconstructions based on the ANDRILL project McMurdo Ice Shelf drill core.  Wilch was interviewed by area newspapers and was featured on the WJR radio show “Greening of the Great Lakes” on April 24.  
Jeff Wilson (Psychology) hosted the annual TriState Conference on Animal Learning and Behavior in Olin Hall on April 3 & 4.  Participants from Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan, and Ontario participated.
Yi-Li Wu (History) presented two recent talks based on her research into body, gender, and medicine in 17th to 19th century China:  one on traditional views of breast cancer, entitled "Gender, Disease, and Visual Culture: Representations of the Female Breast in Late Imperial Chinese Medicine" (Tuesday Noon Lecture Series, Center for Chinese Studies, University of Michigan, March 17, 2009) and one analyzing how epidemics shaped medical views of postpartum care, entitled "Childbirth in a time of cholera:  Wang Shixiong (1808-1868) and male medical criticisms of 'doing the month’" (Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, March 26-29, 2009).  
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