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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE NEXT DEANERY ARE DUE JANUARY 23, 2006.

1. COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS

From Curriculum & Resources Committee:

C&RC approved the following requests from Biology for changes to the catalog:

1. Remove the following courses from the catalog: BIOL 361 (Immunology), BIOL 364 (Biological Electron Microscopy).  Neither has been taught in over 5 years.  They will also be removed from the lists of courses for the major and for the Neuroscience Concentration, and BIOL 364 will be removed from the list of courses for the Cell & Molecular Biology minor.

2. Add BIOL 321 to the list of courses for the major and for the Cell & Molecular Biology minor.

*    *    *
C&RC approved the request by the Ethnic Studies Committee to eliminate the requirement that concentrators attend seminars of relevance to the topic. While C&RC acknowledges the value to students of attending lectures beyond the classroom, we also recognize that such lectures of direct relevance to ethnic studies are rare. Students are confused about the requirement when lectures are not available, and advisors find it difficult to enforce the requirement. We therefore offer our support to the request to eliminate this requirement. 
*    *    *
C&RC has approved a request by the Physics Department to include a newly-approved ¼ unit seminar (Physics 191: Physics and Astronomy Seminar) in its requirements for the Physics major, Physics minor, and ‘combined course’ pre-engineering program.

*    *    *
C&RC has endorsed two proposals submitted by the Speech Communication Department with regard to its name and its Major and Minor requirements.  

To better reflect the curriculum of this department, C&RC endorses its request to be renamed Communication Studies.  The department has evolved into a social science and away from areas of study including forensic debate, speech pathology and/or detailed rhetorical analysis, which are no longer part of a modern department at a liberal arts college.  This title implies that there is an emphasis on communication as a social science.

C&RC also endorses Communication Studies’ request for modifications to its major and minor.  These changes bring the department into alignment with similar programs at other prestigious colleges. These changes include “Areas of Emphasis” in Organizational Communication, Interpersonal Communication, and Mass Media.

By dividing the major into three tracks and making sure that all students who major or minor in the department take at least one course in each of these “Areas” the “liberal arts” concept of a well-rounded student is maintained, as well as guarantee that no student will graduate from the department without a grounding in the whole discipline of communication. While keeping the current level of development that is already established in terms of communication, analytical skills, creativity and in-depth exploration of communication, the students will, in addition, have a more well-rounded education in the discipline.

The changes endorsed by C&RC do not have a resource expense, other than to focus the department’s efforts to fill their two open tenure-track positions.

A few minor curriculum changes would bring our major into alignment with similar programs.  We are proposing a major of nine units organized as follows.

1.  Three required units, 


Communication Theory

1 unit


Introduction to Communication
1 unit


Public Speaking


1 unit

2.  Three units required, one from each of the following major areas.

Mass Communication (205, 207, 306, 365)

Organizational Communication (203, 301, 306, 351)

Interpersonal Communication (202, 207, 313)

3.  Three other units elected from total departmental offerings.

4. This represents the minimum for a degree in Communication Studies.  An emphasis can be obtained by taking at least two elective units in one specialty area.  So, students would be able to get one of the following four versions of our major degree and one version of our minor:

Communication Studies Major

Communication Studies Minor

Communication Studies Major with an emphasis on Organizational Communication

Communication Studies Major with an emphasis on Interpersonal Communication

Communication Studies Major with an emphasis on Mass Media

By dividing the major into three tracks and making sure that all students who major or minor in the department take at least one course in each of these tracks we support the “liberal arts” concept of a well-rounded student as well as guarantee that no student will graduate from the department without a well-rounded grounding in the whole discipline of communication. While keeping the current level of development that we have already established in terms of communication, analytical skills, creativity and in-depth exploration of communication, the students will in addition, have a more well-rounded education in the discipline. 

There will be minimal impact on enrollment since:

1. There is no adding or subtracting of any courses, it is simply a rearranging of existing courses in a format that makes more sense for the degree offered.

2. These changes reflect feedback from students during advising.

Departmental Impact

The new curriculum will give the flexibility to offer Communication Theory both semesters – a course for which demand has been high.

The department is also actively considering the utility of a number of other small courses.  Dropping or altering them will allow faculty in specialty areas to develop advanced courses.

Institutional Impact

These changes will better serve the Ford and Gerstacker programs by offering specialty courses in organizational communication.  

Impact on staffing and resources.

This change will not require faculty in addition to those already required by the department and will require no resources we are not already using.

Identifying our areas of specialization as three (emphasizing interpersonal, organizational and media) means that there will be a well-balanced department in which each person is an expert at one thing and competent in at least one other subarea. 

Student impact
No student currently enrolled would be negatively impacted since the department would continue to offer all the courses currently required to graduate with the exception, possibly, of SPCH 201. That course would be waived as a requirement. Anything currently taught in that course and relevant to majors or minors is already taught in other courses in the department—so students would not be denied knowledge or skills that they have been promised.

Additional points

1. Three “subareas” are already functioning in the department. This will formalize something which the existing faculty have long recognized. 

2. This curricular change allows the department to offer more to our students and other departments without drawing on any additional resources.

3. Creating majors “with an emphasis” will allow students to enjoy the best of two worlds. They will have a BA from a prestigious liberal arts college, which signals to graduate schools a general ability to do well academically, along with a solid core of courses that indicate knowledge of and ability in particular areas of communication. 

4. Employers will be able to see, just by looking at the student’s records, that the student not only has a general degree from a good liberal arts college, but that the student has studied and learned skills in the applicable professional area. Allowing students to major in Communication Studies with an emphasis will allow clearer communication with prospective employers without preventing the students from taking advantage of the many wonderful internship opportunities Albion offers, or indeed without preventing them from arranging and being credited for relevant internships that they or the faculty identify.

New major/minor

Communication Studies Major

· A minimum of nine units in communication studies, including: 101, 241, 322; one course from 202, 207, 313; one course from 203, 301, 306, 351; one course from 205, 207, 306, 365; three courses from 201, 202, 203, 205, 206, 207, 245, 301, 306, 311, 312, 313, 325, 341, 351, 365.

Note the three units required are made up of one from each of the following major areas.

Mass Communication (205, 207, 306, 365)

Organizational Communication (203, 301, 306, 351)

Interpersonal Communication (202, 207, 313)

Communication Studies Minor

· A minimum of six units in communication studies, including: including: 101, 241, 322; one course from 202, 207, 313; one course from 203, 301, 306, 351; one course from 205, 207, 306, 365.

Communication Studies Major with an emphasis in Interpersonal Communication

· A minimum of nine units in communication studies, including: 101, 241, 322; two courses from 202, 207, 313; one course from 203, 301, 306, 351*; one course from 205, 207, 306, 365; two courses from 201, 202, 203, 205, 206, 207, 245, 301, 306, 311, 312, 313, 325, 341, 351, 365.

Communication Studies Major with an emphasis on Organizational Communication

· A minimum of nine units in communication studies, including: 101, 241*, 322; one course from 202, 207, 313; two courses from 203, 301, 306, 351; one course from 205, 207, 306, 365; two courses from 201, 202, 203, 205, 206, 207, 245, 301, 306, 311, 312, 313, 325, 341, 351, 365.

Communication Studies Major with an emphasis on the Mass Media 

· A minimum of nine units in communication studies, including: 101, 241, 322; one course from 202, 207, 313; one course from 203, 301, 306, 351; two courses from 205, 207, 306, 365; two courses from 201, 202, 203, 205, 206, 207, 245, 301, 306, 311, 312, 313, 325, 341, 351, 365.

SPCH 101 = Introduction of Human Communication

SPCH 241 = Public Speaking

SPCH 322 = Communication Theory (Spring only)

SPCH 201 = Verbal and Nonverbal Communication (Fall only)

SPCH 202 = Interpersonal and Family Communication (Spring only)

SPCH 203 = Small Group and Organizational Communication (Fall only)

SPCH 205 = Mass Communication (Spring only)

SPCH 206 = Rhetorical and Public Communication (Spring only)

SPCH 207 = Gendered Communication (Fall only)

SPCH 245 = Argumentation and Advocacy (Spring only)

SPCH 301 = Studies in Free Speech (Spring only)

SPCH 306 = Public Relations (Fall only)

SPCH 311 = Environmental Communication (Spring only)

SPCH 312 = Minority Images in American Media (Fall only)

SPCH 313 = Intercultural Communication (Spring only)

SPCH 325 = Visual Communication (Fall only)

SPCH 341 = Advanced Public Speaking (Spring only)

SPCH 351 = Persuasion

SPCH 365 = Media Theory

*    *    *
On curricular and resource grounds, C&RC approved the Math and Computer Science Department request to restructure its computer science major and its minors to allow for students to tailor their minor to fit their interests in computer science, mathematics, applied mathematics, or statistics.

Mathematics Minor Requirements

All minors are required to complete successfully the three foundation courses:


Math 141: Calculus of a Single Variable I


Math 143: Calculus of a Single Variable II


Math 239: Discrete Structures

plus one of the following courses:


Math 236: Linear Algebra


Math 245: Multivariate Calculus


Math 247: Differential Equations & Linear Algebra

plus one of the following advanced courses:


Math 331: Real Analysis


Math 335: Abstract Algebra


Math 342: Geometry

plus one computer science cognate,


Computer Science 171: Introduction to Computer Science

Not open to mathematics majors.

I. Rationale

This proposed change is coupled with the addition of two minors (Applied Mathematics and Statistics) as described below.  The courses emphasize the theoretical (pure) aspects of mathematics.  This change provides parallel minors for two of the major tracks.

II. Impact
We do not anticipate any significant enrollment increases with staffing impacts from this change, as we already offer a mathematics minor.  While the change restricts the course options for students, we feel the additional minors compensate for this potential loss of student flexibility.

Applied Mathematics Minor Requirements

All minors are required to complete successfully the four courses:


Math 141: Calculus of a Single Variable I


Math 143: Calculus of a Single Variable II


Math 245: Multivariate Calculus


Math 247: Differential Equations & Linear Algebra

plus one of the following advanced courses:


Math 316: Numerical Analysis


Math 326: Operations Research


Math 360: Mathematical Modeling


Math 380: Mathematical Physics

plus one computer science cognate,


Computer Science 171: Introduction to Computer Science

Not open to mathematics majors.

I. Rationale

This change is coupled with the proposed change to the mathematics minor and the proposed addition of a Statistics minor as described below.  We feel these courses emphasize the applied aspects of mathematics.  This minor is an excellent addition for any student majoring in a quantitative discipline.  Explicitly offering an applied mathematics minor parallels our applied mathematics major track.

II. Impact
We do not anticipate any significant enrollment increases with staffing impacts from this change, as we already offer a mathematics minor.  That said, we hope to see some growth in the upper level applied mathematics courses.  In particular, physics and pre-engineering students will find this minor highly complementary to their interests.  We feel this proposed change offers more flexibility and options for students and more than compensates for the restriction in the course options for the mathematics minor.

Statistics Minor Requirements

All minors are required to complete successfully one of the courses:


Math 109: Statistical Methods


Math 210: Introduction to Statistical Analysis

All minors are required to complete successfully the five courses:


Math 141: Calculus of a Single Variable I


Math 143: Calculus of a Single Variable II


Math 245: Multivariate Calculus


Math 309: Mathematical Statistics


Math 310: Applied Mathematical Statistics

Not open to mathematics majors.

I. Rationale

This change is coupled with the proposed change to the mathematics minor and the proposed addition of the applied mathematics minor.  We feel these courses emphasize statistics, rather than just mathematics.  This minor is an excellent addition for any student majoring in a discipline that requires analysis of data.

II. Impact
We do not anticipate any significant enrollment increases with staffing impacts from this change, as we already offer a mathematics minor.  That said, we hope to see some growth in upper level statistics courses.  We feel this proposed change offers more flexibility and options for students and more than compensates for the restriction in the course options for the mathematics minor.

Computer Science Major Requirements

All majors are required to complete successfully the six foundation courses:


CS 171: Introduction to Computer Science I


CS 173: Introduction to Computer Science II


CS 352: Data Structures and Algorithm Analysis


CS 354: Computer Organization and Systems


CS 356: Programming Languages


CS 358: Foundations of Computing

plus


CS 291: Colloquium in Mathematics and Computer Science I (¼ unit)


CS 292: Colloquium in Mathematics and Computer Science II (¼ unit)

plus two additional units of computer science courses.

The following two mathematics cognates are also required:


Math 141: Calculus of a Single Variable I


Math 239: Discrete Structures

plus one mathematics cognate from


Math 210: Introduction to Statistical Analysis


Math 236: Linear Algebra

I. Rationale

This change is coupled with the proposed additions of computer science courses.  This proposed change also requires students take our colloquium course, which also will serve as a formal location for departmental assessment.  We have also included an additional mathematics course to increase the mathematical background of our majors, since many challenging problems students will face require a firm grasp of mathematics and/or statistics.

II. Impact

We would certainly like to see enrollment increases in our computer science curriculum.  Based on data from comparable institutions, it would not be unreasonable to see a significant growth in computer science enrollments with a revised curriculum, a new facility, new faculty, and emphasis on computer science to prospective students.    That said, we have plenty of room in our upper level courses to handle more students.  

*    *    *
After thorough discussion, the Curriculum and Resources Committee approves the request from Women’s and Gender Studies to change the prerequisites for WGS 360 from “WGS 106 or equivalent” to read WGS 106 or 116 or permission of instructor.

This change reflects current practice and is not a substantive change or addition.

#    #    #

From Global Studies Committee:
The Global Studies Committee has approved HIST 289: The Black Atlantic 1400-1900 (Instructor: Eric Washington) as fulfilling the global studies category requirement.
#    #    #

From Faculty Development Committee:

The Faculty Development Committee has approved a Small Grant to Perry Myers (Foreign Languages) for submission of his book for the German Studies Association book award contest.
II
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ACADEMIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
The Association of Small Computer Users in Education announces its 39th Annual Summer Conference, “Maximizing Technology to Enhance Learning,” June 11-15, 2006, Myrtle Beach, SC.  Proposals are being accepted until January 23, 2006 and can be submitted at www.ascue.org.
The Aspen Institute and the American Association of Colleges and Universities announces The Wye Faculty Seminar for summer 2006.  This year’s seminar on “Leadership and Citizenship” will be held July 22-28, at Aspen’s Wye Woods in Queenstown, Maryland.  Additional information can be found at www.aspeninstitute.org.
The Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies at Johns Hopkins University is sponsoring a workshop on the teaching of strategic studies, June 19-23, 2006, in Vermont.  The workshop brings together a small number of faculty for a four-day pedagogical colloquium.  The Center invites the Dean to nominate a faculty member to attend the all-expense paid workshop.  For additional information, visit its website: www.saismerrillcenter.org.  If interested in being nominated, contact Lori Duff.
The International Conference on Interdisciplinary Social Sciences will be held at the University of the Aegean, Island of Rhodes, Greece, July 18-21, 2006, http://www.SocialSciencesConference.com.  
The conference will examine the nature of disciplinary and interdisciplinary practices across the social sciences, as well as the relation of the social to the natural sciences, applied sciences and the professions. The focus of papers will range from the finely grained and empirical (research practices and results exemplifying one or more disciplines), to wide-ranging multi-disciplinary and transdisciplinary practices, to perspectives on knowledge and method. One of the featured themes of the 2006 conference will be interdisciplinary perspectives on gender.

Presenters may choose to submit written papers for consideration before or after the conference in the fully refereed International Journal of the Interdisciplinary Social Sciences, to be launched in 2006. If unable to attend the conference in person, virtual registrations are also available which allow submission of a paper for refereeing and possible publication in the journal and access to the electronic version of the journal.  The deadline for the next round in the call for papers (a title and short abstract) is January 31, 2006. 

Opportunities for Students:
The University of Kansas announces the Madison and Lila Self Graduate Fellowship for students interested in pursuing a doctorate in physical sciences, mathematics, engineering, business, economics, or biological and pharmaceutical sciences.  The Fellowship provides full tuition coverage and an annual stipend for four years.  For additional information on the Fellowships, see www.ku.edu/~selfpro.

III
SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Andrew Bishop’s (Music) performance in New York City on August 12 with Gerald Cleaver's Veil of Names was one of All About Jazz Magazine’s (December issue) "New York Performances of the Year-2005."  See the link following link for more information: http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=19929.  In other press, jazz critic Troy Collins wrote a positive review of Andrew’s debut recording Time & Imaginary Time (Envoi Recordings) in Cadence Magazine (December issue), writing:  “A new face on the scene, multi-instrumentalist Andrew Bishop’s debut recording is full of promise and brio…Bishop is hopefully a player one will hear more from 

in the future.”

Bishop was also a featured clarinet and saxophone soloist with the Toledo Jazz Orchestra’s performance of the “Harlem Nutcracker” (arrangement by Duke Ellington and Billy Strayhorn) on December 3.

Jim Cook (English emeritus) has received copies of his new book: Encyclopedia of Renaissance Literature.  New York: Facts on File, 2006.

Claudia Dahlerus (Political Science) presented a paper titled, “All Repression is Local: The Structure of State Responses to Political Dissidents” at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association (APSA) in Washington, D.C. (September 1-4).  She also served as a member of the Best Field Research Committee of the APSA Comparative Democratization Section and presented this year's award at its annual business meeting.  

Ron Fryxell (Mathematics emeritus) reviewed Mario Livio’s The Equation That Couldn’t be Solved:  How Mathematical Genius Discovered the Language of Symmetry, Simon & Schuster, 2005, for Science Books & Films, November/December 2005.

Dean McCurdy (Biology) has had a manuscript entitled “Evidence for seasonal mate limitation in populations of the intertidal amphipod, Corophium volutator (Pallas)” accepted for publication in the journal Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology. The paper presents results from observations and experiments on intertidal crustaceans which indicate that male mate limitation can occur in marine invertebrate animals and that male limitation may ultimately affect recruitment in key species of prey. The paper is co-authored by Carleton University researchers Mark Forbes, Selma Mautner, and Keiko Lui (Selma is currently completing a postdoctoral fellowship co-advised by Dean and Keiko is a former undergraduate student co-advised by Dean). The paper will appear in a 2006 issue of the journal.

Another of Dean’s papers, entitled “Foraging and impacts by benthic fish on the intertidal amphipod, Corophium volutator”, was published in the November 2005 issue of the Journal of Crustacean Biology (vol. 25: pgs 558-564). Albion students Sean Logan (’04) and Diana Lancaster (’06) are co-authors on the paper.

Director of Bands Sam McIlhagga (Music) coordinated and hosted the 2nd annual Festival of the Forks Parade and Marching Band Clinic on September 17th. The festival involved seven high school bands from across the state marching in the Festival of the Forks Parade, then performing their half-time show for a panel of three clinicians.  In addition to Sam, this year's clinicians were Dr. Wes Broadnax, Associate Director of Bands from Michigan State University, Dr. Erica Neidlinger, Assistant Director of Bands from the University of Nebraska - Omaha.

On December 2 and 3, Sam hosted the 5th annual Albion College High School Honor Band. This year's honor band included 50 students from 21 high schools across the State of Michigan. High School musicians were selected based on student qualifications and the recommendations of their band directors. The two-day event for the students culminated in a concert along with the Albion College Symphonic Band, Trumpet Ensemble, and newly formed Percussion Ensemble. Albion College's Honor Band is one of six hosted by colleges throughout the state and is becoming a favorite of many high schools because of the uniqueness of musical programming and the opportunity for high school musicians to perform along-side college musicians in a massed band.
Aaron Miller (Physics) co-authored an article, “Low-frequency phase locking in high-inductance superconducting nanowires,” with Hadfield RH, Nam SW, Kautz RL, and Schwall RE, collaborators at the National Institute of Standards and Technology in Boulder, that has appeared in the November 14, 2005 issue of Applied Physics Letters  87 (20): Art. No. 203505.  This paper is the culmination of the last six months of work in collaboration with his colleagues at NIST.
Deborah Roose (Education) co-authored "Excellence in Teacher Education: How Liberal Arts Institutions Contribute to the Conversation," an article published in the AILACTE Journal, Fall 2005. 

Marcy Sacks (History) has received a fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities.  The award will fund the research stage of her new book-length project, a biography of heavy-weight boxing champion Joe Louis.  The NEH has given the proposal special recognition, designating it as one of fifty "We the People" projects.  This designation is awarded to "model projects that advance the study, teaching, and understanding of American history and culture."  In addition, Sacks' book manuscript, Making the Negro Metropolis: The Black Experience in New York City before World War I, is now in the production stage at the University of Pennsylvania Press.  It should be on bookstore shelves by late summer, 2006.

Shiho Satsuka (Anthropology/Sociology) presented a paper "Encounter as Commodity" at the American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting held November 30 - December 4, in Washington, D.C.
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