Institute for Premedical Professions and Health Sciences Report
Report Update

Update 1.  The Name of the Institute has been changed from the “Liberal Arts Institute for Premedical and Healthcare Studies” to “The Institute for Premedical Professions and Health Sciences (IPPHS).”  This change was implemented to more appropriately reflect the broad array of health-related careers for which our students train. 

Update 2:	New Outcome #1 – Benchmark the number and proportions of IPPHS students continuing on to a health profession school upon graduating from Albion College.  Follow-up assessments will also be completed at three and five-years post-graduation to identify students who may delay entry into a health professions training program.  The reason for delay (e.g., financial, additional preparation) will be identified for students who wait to enter a health professions school.  Data will provide useful insight for the development of recommendations for strengthening curricular and co-curricular efforts at the College.  

Update 3:	New Outcome #2 – Each year, many more students become members of the IPPHS than will continue on to a health professions school.  This is not an unusual phenomenon as students find other interests during their education or determine that their talents are best suited to other careers.  It is, however, important to track the progress of our students on their education plans throughout their four years at Albion College.  We will survey each of the IPPHS members on an annual basis to determine if their educational and career directives have changed and the reasons for these changes.  The results will serve two important purposes.  First, it will help staff and faculty identify the points at which students change their plans and assure that it is not due to oversights in the pre-professions curriculum.  Second, this data will support the departments in their understanding of how this affects their curricular loads.  Retention of students at Albion College is critical to our programs and this objective will provide support to our understanding of the IPPHS role.

Update 4:	New Outcome #3 -  Identify the proportion of IPPHS students who graduate from health professions programs.  It is not enough just for us to prepare our students for professional school, but we also must determine the reasons that our students do not complete these programs.  As with New Outcome #1, there are many reasons that students may not complete their post-graduate course of study.  It is important that these reasons are documented so that shortcomings in the Albion curriculum can be strengthened.

Update 5:	During the 200802009 and 2009-2010 academic years, a new course was offered to IPPHS members.   Issues in Healthcare is a ¼ unit course designed to introduce students to, and engage in discussion of new topics in the health care arena.  In addition to learning about new treatments, health policy, and administrative issues, communications and writing skills are emphasized.  Permanent approval to include the course in the curriculum is currently under review.
 

Update 6:	 The IPPHS staff is creating new systems to support students and staff during the advising periods of each semester.  In the spring of 2011, faculty advisors will be provided an audit for each IPPHS student that he or she advises specific to the career track identified by the student (e.g., pre-medicine, pre-pharmacy, pre-nursing).  The audit will summarize courses completed and yet to be taken in order to facilitate effective advising.  The IPPHS staff will survey each of the advisors involved in this process for feedback after each advising period.


